
 
 

 
 

Lenten Leanings 
 

Focusing on God can be a huge struggle… 
Every day we are surrounded by things that compete for our attention and our affection.  When 
we say "no" to the distractions of the world and choose not to indulge our overactive appetites for 
food, media images, or some other thing, we may feel surprisingly weak; even nervous.  Our 
anxiety level jumps at the thought of being empty of some familiar thing. 
 
The emptiness, though, may be the starting point for deepening our relationship with God.  In 
fact, some might say this emptiness is pre-requisite for deepening one’s relationship with God.  
When we empty ourselves for his sake, he can fill us in ways nothing else can.  This emptying 
also reminds us of how Jesus emptied himself of his divine rights and humbled himself when he 
came to walk with us, and to die on the cross in our place.  Emptiness, though, is not the goal.  
The goal is to be filled with something that lasts – the full life, as Jesus refers to in John 10:10. 
 
Here are some things to read and think about as a way to focus on and be filled by God this 
week… 
 
 
 
Fasting & Feasting 
Lord, help us in this Lenten season to learn new ways of living: 
May we fast from words that pollute and feast on words that are kind. 
May we fast from judging others and feast on building others up in love. 
May we fast from despair and feast on an “attitude of gratitude.” 
May we fast from hatred and jealousy and feast on kindness and compassion. 
May we fast from thoughts of illness and feast on the healing power of God. 
May we fast from all-consuming worry and feast on hopes and dreams. 
 
 
 
Psalm 63:1-8  
O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no 
water.  So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory.  Because your steadfast love is better than 
life, my lips will praise you.  So I will bless you as long as I live; I will lift up my hands and call on your name.  My soul is satis-
fied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises you with joyful lips when I think of you on my bed, and meditate on you in the 
watches of the night ...for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.  My soul clings to you; your 
right hand upholds me. 
 
John 14: 1, 25-27 
[Jesus says] Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me. 
All this I have spoken while still with you.  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give 
to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
 
Prayer  
Lord, I ask you for the strength to persevere.  Help my eyes to see this world as you see it; help me to look to you when I am 
tempted to fear the emptiness.  I choose to stand before you and wait for your comfort, and not to run from that which I fear, or 
run back to old habits. 
Help me to find my strength in you, and to abandon thoughts of saving myself.  Help me to find my comfort in you, and to reject 
the messages I hear every day about the fulfillment I will find in the things of this world.  God, be my strength and comfort!  I 
need your peace...I need you.  I am making space for you in my life today:  Lord, meet me in the empty places I have made.  
Lord, draw near to me, and fill me until I overflow.   Amen. 
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Congratulations to: 
 
Faye Johns who celebrated 
her 90th birthday February 
21st. 
 
Rush Benson who celebrated 
his 90th birthday February 
28th. 

PW CIRCLES 
  

        Elizabeth Circle                    Mary Martha Circle           Esther Circle 
        Monday, March 15, 1:00 p.m.           Monday, March 15, 7:30 p.m.           Thursday, March 18, 9:30 a.m.  
        Paideia House - Front Room 1st Floor   Hostess:   Kathy Wark               Eisenhower Lounge at GPC 
        Study Leader:  Carolyn Durboraw                             87 Twin Lakes Dr.             Study Leader: Beth Fitzpatrick     
        Lesson: 7                                     Gettysburg, PA                  Lesson: 7  
                                                                                           334-5800 
                                                                         Study Leader:  Bunny Toddes 
             Lesson: 7 
 

Lesson 7:  Joshua 21: 43-22:9; Hebrews 3:1—4:11 

CONDOLENCES: 

Our Thoughts and prayers are with Gail Lee and Ron Clark on the recent death of 
their brother Don Clark. 

2010 Lenten Small  Groups 
 

Please keep our Small Groups in prayer! 
 

Over 70 people are participating in our 6 week Lenten Small Group study on the Apostles’ Creed.  
6 Groups are meeting at various times throughout the week.  Group leaders are Gail Hull,  

Dave and Bonnie Wright, Dennis and Deb Meckley, Ken and Diane Hoy, Lou and Candace Nyiri .  
 

If you would like to read the book we are studying together, I Believe: Exploring the Apostles’ Creed by Al-
ister McGrath, extra copies are available in the church office for $10.00. 

**************************************************************************** 

**************************************************************************** 
Congratulations on NEW ARRIVALS: 
Dennis & Jodi Dillman on the 
birth of Elliana on February 
22nd. 
Carrie & Steven McMaster on 
the birth of Colton on February 
25th. 
Lucy Breighner on the birth of her great grandson 
Atlee on February 25th. 
Penny Messinger on the birth of her granddaugh-
ter Emma on March 2nd. 



 

Where were you in 2007? 
  

 2007 was the year we last published our Church directory! 
 
  

There have been many changes in our families and Church family since that time.   
New members, new babies, new hair styles and a Pastor this year.   

So we are asking for everyone in our congregation  
to participate in our new 2010 directory. 

  
 

This year Lifetouch will make a donation to our local soup kitchen  
for each family who has their photo taken.   

So you will be helping the community as well as our Church family.  
Further details will follow on this.   

There is NO pressure to make any purchase of photos, we promise.    
  
 
 

Start thinking about when you can schedule your photos.   
The dates that will be available to schedule your appointment are:  

 

April 6, 7, 8 & 9   
(April dates will allow photos to be delivered by Mothers Day.) 

  
 

May 26, 27, 28 & 29 
This is Memorial Day weekend so if you have family in town you can invite Grandparents  

and other family members to join your portrait sitting (even if they do not attend GPC). 
  
 

Watch for more detailed information in upcoming Grapevines and Church bulletins. 
  
  

  Sign ups will be Sunday March 14, 21, & 28th in Fellowship Hall.   
On-line sign ups will be available as well:  watch for upcoming details.    
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Fellow GPC Members, 
 
 We’re all very saddened by the tragedy Phyllis and her family are suffering,   Each of us wishes we could do some-
thing, so we offer the following as ways you can help Phyllis, her family and GPC: 
• Pray!  You might want to use the website www.carepages.com to read updates on her progress, which could guide your 

prayers. Use “gpcdce” as the password for Phyllis’ updates. 
• Give!  The family has requested donations to the South Dakota Mission instead of flowers or cards.  Just put “South Da-

kota Mission” on your check to Gettysburg Presbyterian Church. 
• Create!  The family would love for there to be pictures from our children in Phyllis’ hospital room.  Just drop them by the 

church office and we will see that she gets them. 
• Volunteer!  
  

 If you are interested in volunteering to help out the Christian Education Committee during Phyllis’ recovery, then 
please contact Susan Kolmer at (717) 229-9884 or skolmer@comcast.net.   

 
Thank you so much for all your willingness to help, pray and support. 
 
The Christian Education Committee 
 
PHYLLIS’ SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
Please note:  If you had been contacted by Phyllis Dowd prior to her accident about serving on a special committee to evaluate either our nursery 
care, or adult education ministry or Christian Education curriculum, be advised that those committees have been suspended.  We truly appreciate 
your willingness to serve on these committees and hope you will again we willing to participate at a future date when Phyllis resumes her evalua-
tion of these areas of Christian Education. 

High School Workcam p Brunch is March 28th  
 

     What: Food, Fellowship and Fundraiser for high school workcamp 

     When: Sunday, March 28, 2010 

     Where: Fellowship Hall 

     Time: 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.  (After 1st Service & Before 2nd Worship Service) 

 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. (After 2nd Service & Before 3rd Worship Service) 

 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon  (After Sunday School)  

 12:00 Noon to 1:00 p.m.  (After 3rd Worship Service) 

     Cost: $9.00 (13 years and older)  $6.00 (12 years and younger) 

     Why: To raise money to off-set the cost per student to go on this year’s workcamp to  

             South Webster, OH from June 11 - 19, 2010. 
 

     The brunch is catered by the Dobbin House and features:  egg-bake; waffles; bacon; potatoes; fruit and 
cheese tray; muffins; with orange juice, coffee, tea, and water to drink.  To reserve a seat at the Brunch for 
one of the times above you must purchase a ticket in fellowship hall Sunday mornings, throughout the 
week in the church office, or email Rev. Nyiri at gpclou@embarqmail.com (put “Workcamp Brunch” in sub-
ject line).  Please Note:  If you reserve a seat at the brunch we will need to collect the price of the 
ticket even if you have to miss the brunch.  If you cannot attend the brunch and would like to support 
Workcamp 2010, contact Rev. Nyiri in the church office.  This is the high school workcamp’s only fund-
raiser and your generous support helps send students to serve God in South Webster, OH.  You have sup-
ported us generously in past years and we thank you in advance for this year’s support.   
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Young at Heart - Since we had to cancel our very popular pizza luncheon in February because of 
the weather, we thought we would try again in March. Our March get-together will be a pizza 
luncheon on Thursday, March 11th at 12:00 noon.   After the meal we will have a brief business 
meeting followed by a presentation with slides on migrating birds given by Art Kennell, a member 
of our church.  
A donation will be taken to cover the cost of the pizza, salad, and dessert. All are welcome.  To be 
sure that enough food is prepared, if you are not on a regular call list but would like to attend 
please contact Pam or Dick Wisor on or before March 7th at 359-8896 or email us at 
pwisor@hotmail.com.  

SOFTBALL TEAM 
 
In order to field a team in the church softball league we need the following: 
 
 1.  A Coach/Coordinator - If we don’t get someone to do this we will NOT be able to field a team.   
     Rev. Lou Nyiri is unable to be coach this summer so this role is crucial.   
       The Coach will:  attend League meeting in March or April, coordinate make-ups, ensure equipment  
       is at games, make line ups for each game...AND make certain team members conduct themselves  
       with Christian integrity and good sportsmanship… or appoint another to do so in their absence. 
 
 2.  At least 9 players for games - games are 1 day/week on either a Monday, Tuesday or Thursday.  Players  
      must agree to conduct themselves with Christian integrity and play with good sportsmanship, as well as  
      being at every game they are in town for, and will inform team captain when away so substitute players  
     can be contacted. 
 
     All skill levels are encouraged to play. 
 
To talk more about any of these items (especially item #1) call Rev. Lou Nyiri in the church office (334-1235, ext. 4).  
To sign up to play call, email or return the tear off below to Rev. Lou Nyiri by MARCH 31, 2010. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Return by MARCH 31, 2010 
Softball Registration 

___ Yes, I will be a REGULAR player on the 2010 team 
___ Yes, I will be a SUBSTITUTE player on the 2010 team 
 
NAME ____________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE# ______________________________  EMAIL _______________________________________ 
 
___ Yes, I agree to conduct myself with Christian integrity and play with good sportsmanship on the 2010 GPC 
Softball Team. (It is mandatory you agree to this in order to play.) 
   




