
 

 

 

Why Should I Go to Church? 
 

Sound familiar?   
Have you asked yourself this question? 
Have you heard your children ask this question?   
Have you ever wondered how to answer this question (either for your children 
or yourself)? 
 
Well, here are a few responses to avoid: 

“Christians are supposed to go to church.” – If we see any part of our 
Christian experience as an obligation rather than a response from the 
heart, we’ll most likely choose not to take part in that activity. 

“Our family has been attending church for generations.” – We’re not a 
Christian just because we’re born into a       Christian home.  Our 
Christian faith is a conscious choice rather than merely a cultural in-
heritance. 

“It’s a great time to see our friends.” – Social life is a bonus to church 
attendance, not a substitute for spiritual motivations. 

“We go to church because (someone) says so.” – Whether the someone 
who says you’ll go to church is a parent, spouse, or the residual voice 
of your parents from childhood, remember, it’s better to encourage 
personal choice.  When worship is a choice, this makes it far more 
likely that one will make it their own choice to worship even when that certain someone isn’t 
around to have the “say so.” 

 
The last bullet point hits on an important distinction we all need to be reminded of – “church” is the build-
ing; “worship” is what we do in the building.  And, worship is an opportunity for us to draw closer to the 
God who has drawn infinitely close to us in and through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus the 
Christ.  Worship is a time for us to gather as faithful people to recognize God’s love for us; then accept 
and be transformed by God’s love for us; and in turn be empowered by that love to take the Good News 
with us into our daily lives.   
 
Here is a recommended response:  

“Why should I go to church?” – “We go to church because we choose to accept God’s invitation to 
worship and fellowship with other believers.” 

 
Or, you might recall the words of my Sunday school teacher who often quoted the Psalmist with these 
words, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD!’”  (Psalm 122:1) 
 
See You In Worship! 
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Inside: 

• GPC Does Haiti  
Relief! 

• Exploring Member-
ship Class 

• High School Fel-
lowship Ski Day 

• Mission Trip   
Meetings 

• Small Group 
Lenten Sign-Up 

• Kids Club & VBS 
Dates 

• Stewardship   
Campaign Update 



Gettysburg Community  
Soup Kitchen  

    Wayne English, Paulette Brabender, Judy 
Temme, Gail Lee, Carolyn Durboraw, Jim and 
Donna Newman, Bev and Lee Weber, Helen Mait-
land, Della Pierson, Gerry Dettloff, Gail Hull, Dale 
Molina, Carrie Kauffman, Beth and Ron Jones, 
Hilda Oussoren, Evelyn Small, Olga Krossick and 
Beth Fitzpatrick prepared food for the soup 
kitchen in October, November and December 
2009.   
    Anyone interested in learning more about this 
outreach can contact those whose names are 
listed here to get the "real" scoop on what is in-
volved. Some volunteers prepare one meal per 
year, some do more. All are welcome, and more are 
needed.   The soup kitchen feeds 50 people per 
day, five days a week.  GPC provides the meal on 
the second Monday.  During the summer months, 
more portions are required for children who are 
out of school.  To officially volunteer, or to hear 
the recruiting speech, contact Mary Smith at 
mjsmith2@aol.com or 334-4452.  

***************************************************************************

Page  2 

Happy Birthday to... 

THANK YOU: 

I would like to thank my church family 
who made cal ls and sent me cards for 
my birthday. 
 

Kathy Schneider 

February 1 
Keith Baker 
Karen Breighner 
Diane Hoffman 
Thomas Piper 
February 2 
Lydia Flinner 
Kayla Hosterman 
Sean Hosterman 
Freda Hulton 
Kyle May 
Greg Trax 
Pam Wisor 
February 3 
Penny Breighner 
Elizabeth Farnham 
Mary Flinner 
Linda MacAskill 
Sophie May 
Meghan Moroz 
Kasey Rathgeber 
Deb Siefken 

February 5 
Blaze Graff 
Christopher Kulkusky 
Cohen Michajluk 
February 6 
Allan Blue 
Lucas Dayhoff 
Lori McNair 
Viola Reaver 
Hilary Wolf 
February 7 
Ab Rainbow 
Daniel Snyder 
February 10 
Matt Clark 
Susan Wicklein 
February 11 
Chuck MacDonald 
Susan Paul 
February 12 
Charlie Behre 
Walker Daniels 

February 13 
Margaret Dombrowsky 
February 14 
Carolyn Durboraw 
Cody Smith 
February 15 
Sandra Yarber Dixon 
Jackson Hilbert 
February 16 
Robert Bigham 
Alison Golanoski 
Carly Hinton 
Bob Hoylman 
Carrie McMaster 
Kate Mowrey 
February 17 
Clare Alloway 
Barry Breighner 
Nicole Bridel 
February 19 
Jack Reese 
 

February 20 
Deborah Litten 
February 21 
William Fitzpatrick 
Faye Johns 
Patti Schwartz 
February 22 
Margaret Crone 
Frank Temme 
February 23 
Henry Heiser 
Dana Hubble 
Harrison Moroz 
February 24 
Henry Rice 
February 25 
Marty Fitzgerald 
Robert Lindsay 
Laura Morton 
Art Pore 
 
 

February 26 
Joseph Egloff 
Kody Kulkusky 
Bryan LaRochelle 
Myrt Watson 
February 27 
Gary Morrison 
Susan Moyer 
February 28 
Rush Benson 
Jean Conover 
Robert McQuaide 
Joyce Morrison 
Lovette Mott 
Rad Schultz 
Bill Tindall 
Courtney Weaver 
Jordan Williams 
 
(February 29) 
Alexander Heeschen 
Charlotte Winsheimer 

Monthly Financial Report 
 

As of December 31, 2009, we completed 100.00% of 2009  
with our budget of $720,567. 
 

Income for the year to date was 99.17% ($714,567). 
  

Expenses for the year to date were 99.82% ($719,259). 
  
Our Amount Available for Operating Expenses was $35,376. 
  
Thank you for your continued financial support in difficult economic times. 

Stewardship Campaign Update 
Congratulations to the congregation! 
At its January meeting, Session approved the 2010 budget 
of $731,191. We were able to do so in large part because 
more people made pledges this year than last, and the to-
tal amount of dollars pledged also increased. 
While our stewardship at GPC has always been about us-
ing the time, talents and treasure that God has entrusted to 
each of us as we grow in our relationship with Jesus, and 
not about meeting the budget’s “bottom line,” financial 
gifts are nevertheless an important part of our mission. 
We thank you for your faithful, prayerful response in 
boarding the Steward-ship, especially in these challenging 
economic times.  Well done, good and trustworthy ser-
vant.  (Matthew 25:21) 
 
Blessings, 
The Stewardship Team 




