
 
 

 
 
            A new year, a new decade has begun!     If you’re like 
many people, you are starting the year with a few New Year’s 
resolutions.  Perhaps you want to exercise more, lose some 
weight, or stop smoking.  These are all good goals and I 
would encourage you to pursue them.  However, remember 
that our annual resolutions are only really strategies to achieve 
a larger goal.  The resolutions above could improve your 
health, for example. 
 Jesus had something to say about the larger goals, mis-
sion, or calling of our lives.  “Strive first for the Kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well.”  (Matt. 6:33)  We have been designed and 
placed here on the earth to be partners in God’s plans for our 
world.  What would New Year’s resolutions look like for 
someone who takes this calling seriously?   
 There would probably be something about developing 
our devotional life (prayer, meditation, Bible reading), for it is 
there that we connect with our Lord.  There would need to be something about 
worship participation as well as study and fellowship with others, because it is 
there that we connect with other followers of Jesus.  There would be something 
about serving others and giving generously, because that is an important compo-
nent of how we are called to live. 
 What New Year’s resolutions could you make for your spiritual life? 
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THANK YOUS: 

Special Thanks… 
Thank you to the fol-
lowing who gave up 

part of their Christmas Eve to 
help in our church nursery:  
Betty Brownley, Courtney 
Weaver, Dillman Family, Kay 
McClain, Marion Lambert and 
Judy Bullis. 
     We appreciate the time 
you gave that night to enable 
parents to attend worship. 

Thanks for a Special Advent Program 
 Thank you to the following for participating  in  

“The Real Twelve Days of Christmas” on December 13 
Service - Adapted by Bruce & Pam Rowland 

 

  Pam Rowland & Phyllis Dowd - Readers     Amy Hieber - Choir Director 
     Chapel Choir - singing the theme song  Becky Wareham - pianist 
    Families who presented objects for each day All who provided delicious desserts 

Susie Snyder and the Fellowship Team who coordinated the refreshments 
All GPC members and friends who sang and worshipped that night.  

I would like to thank Mary Lou Seamens, Mary Miner, 
Sheryl Suplee, Amy Deitch, Sharon Kuntzman, Carol Heiser, 
Tracy Boyer, Pam Rowland, Joanna McGuire, Barb Ebaugh, 
Allen Duncan, Scott McPherson, Lee Weber, Gary Morrision 
and Don Clark for all their help with the Christmas decora-
tions in the church. 
THANK YOU! 
Paulette Brabender 

A Huge Thank You! 
 

We offer a big thank you to the following people who so graciously 
provided music for our Christmas Eve services:  Beth Christopher, 
Adam Boyer, Chapel Choir, Chapel Bell Choir, Johnna Sanders, Beth 
Jones, Jean LeGros, Laura Pennings, Becky Wells, Adult Choir, Nick 
Telenson, Stephen, Tammi and Christian Swartzbaugh, Dave Conk-
lin, Ben Kolmer, Michael Lobaugh and Barry Wareham. 
 

 “O magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt His name together.”                  

As you pass the church at night, you’ll now no-
tice the beautiful stained glass window above 
the door.  This light had been off for a while.  
Due to the work and expertise of three generous 
and wise men of the congregation, Barry Breigh-
ner, Allen Duncan and Lee Weber, this window 
is again a lovely sight to see.  We are blessed by 
these members and many others who take such 
loving care of our church property. 

A special THANK YOU to the cast of The Christmas Guest  
which was performed on Christmas Eve  at the 5:30 and 7:00 p.m. worship services.  

Mary Miner as “Martha” 
Lou Nyiri as “Conrad” 

Larry Sanders as “Hans” 
Barb Sanders-Hartwig as “The Beggar” 

Johnna Sanders as the “Old Woman” 
Emma Sanders as “May” 

Alex Nyiri as the “Voice of God” 
We are grateful to each of these actors for the time they gave in practice and preparation for this 

beautiful play about welcoming the Christ Child! 

The Worship & Music Committee and the entire GPC 
church family thanks Paulette Brabender for planning, or-
ganizing volunteers, and decorating the church for the Ad-
vent season.  The sanctuary was beautiful! 




