
 
 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some  
have entertained angels without knowing it.”   

- Hebrews 13:2 
 
Christians whose jobs frequently relocate them to new communities typically visit several 
congregations in an attempt to find a new church family with whom they will worship and 
grow together in faith.  Those veteran visitors report that they can tell where a church 
scores on the hospitality index within the first 120 seconds after entering the sanctuary.  
The atmosphere in a friendly congregation is as obvious as a big flashing arrow pointing 
down on the church which reads “Warm Church.”  Worship visitors decide whether a 
church is warm and welcoming within the first two minutes (120 seconds) of their visit.  
From that initial encounter many make their decision whether or not to return on a future 
date.   
 
Keeping this thought in mind and in an effort to continue being “a growing church of com-
mitment, caring and celebration” as our bulletin and mission statement proclaims, our Dea-
cons and Evangelism Team are implementing new ideas in our Sunday morning ministry of 
welcome & hospitality.   
 
• The Deacons (who are tasked with the ushering ministry) reviewed and studied the usher responsibilities and have 

designed a new plan for Sunday morning ushers.  A new ingredient in this plan is the intentional placement of an 
usher in Fellowship Hall by the driveway doors.  This usher is available to provide a warm welcome and assist wor-
shipers as they enter from our driveway with any need from mobility issues to an umbrella on a rainy day to helpful 
information (i.e. locating the sanctuary, finding the nursery or coat rack).  Once worship begins, this usher will then 
return to the Narthex (Baltimore Street entrance) to assist with the worship related elements of the usher responsibili-
ties.  The usher responsibilities are printed in this edition of the Grapevine for you to read.  The Deacons ask that you 
prayerfully consider your role in the ushering ministry.  If you have questions regarding this new plan or if you would 
like to volunteer for the ushering ministry, please contact either Deacon Ralph Siefken (677-4830 or sie-
fkend@embarqmail.com) or Rev. Lou Nyiri (334-1235, ext. 4 or gpclou@embarqmail.com).    

 
• The Evangelism Team has also created a new element of welcome & hospitality in Fellowship Hall on Sunday morn-

ings.  Recently, the Evangelism Team began hosting a Welcome Center just inside the Fellowship Hall Doors by the 
kitchen counter.  This welcoming area provides any visitor to our church a friendly smile, warm conversation and 
informational brochures nestled inside the free gift of a church coffee mug.  As you provide a welcoming smile and 
warm greeting to those around you on Sunday morning, please keep this in mind and encourage visitors to stop by the 
welcome center.  If you meet a visitor in worship on Sunday morning, you might consider offering to walk with them 
following worship and escort them to the welcome center yourself.  The Evangelism Team asks that you pray for this 
ministry of welcome & hospitality; and that you prayerfully consider how you might offer your assistance at the wel-
come center.  If you would like to volunteer at the welcome center, please contact either Elder Bev Weber (337-2194 
or bandlweber@aol.com) or Rev. Lou Nyiri (334-1235, ext. 4 or gpclou@embarqmail.com). 

 
The Welcome Center and Fellowship Hall usher are a few more ways our church seeks to be a welcoming, hospitable and 
caring place for visitors on Sunday mornings.  Keeping in mind that 70 percent of first-time worship guests feel shy and ill 
at ease reminds us of how important it is to meet people with a smile and warm welcome.  As we enter worship on Sun-
days, may our prayer be one of asking God to use us to be the face of friendship another needs to see, for in showing hos-
pitality to strangers, we may be entertaining angels without knowing it. 
 
God’s Peace, 

    Gettysburg Presbyterian Church 

G R A P E V I N E 
Parson to Person 

  November 11, 2009 

Inside: 

• Christmas Fair  
Projects 

• On the Road with 
Ken & Barbie 

• Movie Night 
• Mission Bright Star 
• Poinsettias 
• Gettysburg Ad-

dresses Lincoln 
• GPC Website Team 
• PW Thank Offering 



Page  2 

HEAD USHER GUIDELINES & RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

1.  Arrive at least 30 minutes before worship service.  Name tags will be on table at Baltimore St. entrance.  Assign positions 
and responsibilities to your ushers. 
 

2.  Light candles on the communion table.  There are no candles on Communion Sundays.  Lighter will be in drawer at narthex. 
 

3.  Usher distribution is changing from the way we have located in the past – two ushers will be in the narthex.  Both should be 
greeters with one usher having greeting as his/her #1 priority.  The 3rd usher will be located at the normal Fellowship Hall en-
trance to the sanctuary.  No usher will be at the piano, but a supply of bulletins will be available.  The 4th usher will be at the 
outside doors entrance to fellowship hall (by kitchen).  This person will greet and assist people being dropped off. 
 

4.  The usher at Fellowship Hall entrance (inside sanctuary) must move from sanctuary to vestibule at the point announcements 
start (NOTE:  worshipers can be seated during the prelude).  After this point, latecomers should be directed to Baltimore St. 
entrance narthex.  Fellowship Hall is a good spot for head usher since all areas are visible and communication with pastors is 
easy. 
 

5.  Worship bags should be checked and 2 ushers designated to distribute when called for in the order of the service. 
 

6.  Taking collection – remember to count everybody:  those seated in the sanctuary, choir, children’s church, and nursery (head 
usher or designate will need to walk over to nursery to get this number).  Drawer in table in the center of the narthex has a book 
to record date of service, # of people, weather, etc. 
 

7.  The head usher, after recording information in attendance book, shall spend the balance of the service in the narthex ready to 
handle any disturbances, illnesses, people who might wander in.  This is an important element of the job! 
 

8.  After 8:15 service – collect worship bags and get them organized for 11:00 service.  Bulletins should also be picked up and 
organized, ready for the 11:00 service.  Double check the recycled bulletins; some may be incomplete. 
 

9.  Tidy up – red pads, pencils, reorganize, clean up. 
 

10. After 11:00 service – return worship bags to Director of Christian education office.  Collect fellowship pad sheets which are 
turned into the administrative assistant, either in her mailbox (off fellowship hall) or on her desk.  Make sure everything is back 
in its proper place and all litter is picked up. 
 

11.  Note:  Christmas Eve services are unique and head usher responsibilities are more complex.  The December deacon must 
plan ahead!  Detailed instructions will be given to these ushers when recruited. 

Responses to H1N1 Virus at Gettysburg Presbyterian Church 
 
As you may have heard, we are facing a public health crisis with the H1N1 virus.  The major problem is that this 
is a virus against which the public has no resistance, and the inoculations are just now becoming available.  On 
Wednesday, Oct. 28, the Session approved the following recommendations from the H1N1 Task Force, which 
was composed of Dr. Brad Hoch, Ken Elledge, Joanna McGuire, Bob Remaley, and Pastor Dave Wright. 
 

• We are encouraging people to continue to greet one another, but to refrain from shaking hands.  
Warm words, or a touch on the shoulder or arm can also convey Christian hospitality! 

• We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper in a way that will minimize the potential to spread the flu 
virus. 

• We will collect offerings in plates placed near the doors to avoid passing the flu virus on the of-
fering plates. 

• We will abstain from using the Friendship Pads. 
• We are encouraging folks to stay home when they are sick, especially if they are coughing, sneez-

ing, or have a fever. 
• We are placing hand sanitizers in high traffic areas. 
• We are taking several precautions in the nursery/toddler area. 
• Our custodian will wipe down “high touch” areas daily. 

 
This health crisis is an opportunity to demonstrate the Christian virtue of charity as we care for one another by 
doing our best to keep from spreading the flu. 
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2009 Christmas Fair on December 6 
It’s Christmas Fair time once again!  The 24th Annual Christmas Fair will be held on Sunday, December 6, 
from 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  There will be games and prizes for children and adults, a light sup-
per, craft tables, baked goods, and coffee for sale.  Bring your whole family to enjoy this kick-off to the Christ-
mas season.  Do your Christmas shopping at the Fair where money raised will benefit six projects listed below.  
You will also be able to shop at the Fair on Sunday mornings, December 6, 13 & 20.  Specific wish lists will 
be available in the next newsletter, so that you can purchase an item in honor of someone on your holi-
day list. 
 

 

 
 

1. MISSION:  HONDURAS 2010  Each sum-
mer our congregation sponsors a medical/dental mission team of our church members headed by Dr. Brad 
Hoch, Dr. Tom Soliday and Dr. Lee Flinner to Honduras.  Next summer our members will join with others 
from around the country to provide health care and health education to over 7,000 adults and children in San 
Luis de Santa Barbara, Honduras.  Through your contribution you can help provide medicine, dental care, vita-
mins, etc. to the Honduran people. 

2. MEXICO PROJECT 2010 This summer Pastor Dave will lead a group to work with Accion Ministry in 
the Yucatan peninsula of Mexico.  We’ll live and work in a village where we’ll do a construction project on a 
church or home, run a Vacation Bible School, and give out glasses to those in need.  There are also opportuni-
ties to fellowship and worship with our Mexican brothers and sisters.  Your donation will help to buy construc-
tion materials for our project!                                                                                    

3. LAKOTA INDIAN PROJECT in Cherry Creek, South Dakota.  Last summer 43 GPC members and friends 
traveled to the Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation.  There they renovated Indian homes, installed 24 sets of 
bunk beds, repaired handicap ramps, hosted a potluck dinner and pow-wow for local residents, donated diabetic 
equipment, offered 2 nutrition classes and provided a Festival with free food, clothing, games and prizes for 
450 residents of the reservation.  Your contribution can buy needed supplies to help this extremely poor com-
munity. 

4. SEA ISLAND HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  Habitat for Humanity is an international Christian organiza-
tion in which volunteers build homes for low-income families.  These families then provide their own labor and 
can purchase homes with no-interest mortgages.  Nineteen members of our congregation travel to John’s Island, 
South Carolina every April to participate in various building projects. 

5. HEIFER PROJECT INTERNATIONAL  Our Christmas Fair first began in 1986 to support HPI, a self-
help program which sends livestock to needy families in the U.S. and around the world.  These families become 
self-sufficient through training and gifts of livestock to help them become responsible for their own food needs.  
Farmers who receive animals must commit to pass on the first born off-spring of that animal to a neighbor in 
need. 

6. “OPERATION MOVE OUT” in Adams County  This program is for local foster youth in their teens 
and early 20’s who have “aged out” of the Children & Youth foster care system.  These youth have com-
pleted Independent Living Life Skills classes and are transitioning to living on their own.  Your contribu-
tion at the fair can purchase “start up” supplies to help these Adams County foster youth begin living inde-
pendently. 

Come to the Christmas Fair to buy “gifts that will keep on giving” to people in need throughout the coming 
year.  If you have any questions, please contact Phyllis Dowd in the church office 334-1235 ext. 5 or 
gpcdce@embarqmail.com.  See you on December 6 ! ! 

 
 




