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Like many of you, | have been closely following the trials of the
economy over the last year. Banks have gone under. Credit markets
have collapsed. Many have lost jobs. Most of us have watched our in-
vestments shrink and seen the value of our homes fall. It hasn’t been a
good year for the economically weak of heart!

Churches have felt the pinch, too, with giving in many congrega-
tions (especially those in areas with high unemployment) dropping sig-
nificantly. And yet...God is still on the throne, ruling over heaven and
earth, our churches, and our lives. That provides a measure of comfort
to us.

These hard economic times also provide a test for us. Generosity|

is a Christian virtue. God calls us to be generous people regardless of
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the economic conditions. Are you a generous person, even in hard

times? What would it take for you to become one? We are moving into a season of reflection on
our giving. Begin by reflecting on your progress toward becoming a generous person.
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New Mission Project for 2010: MEXICO

Summer 2010 will bring a new mission option for GPC! Pastor Dave will be leading a group
to the Yucatan peninsula of Mexico, where he has led teams for over 20 years. It will be
available to youth who have finished 9t grade and adults. The group will do some con-

struction, lead a vacation Bible school, and run a glasses ministry. We will live, fellowship,
and worship with our Mexican brothers and sisters. Cost is anticipated to run under
$1000. Details will be coming on Nov.8, Mission Sunday. We invite you to consider partici-
pating in this new adventure!
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Binthday to...
Fappy ay

October 1

Chelsea Banks
Kyleigh Grim

Will Matthews
October 2

Barbara Ebaugh
Nancy Saunders
Seth Snyder
October 3

Briannah Rohrbaugh
October 4

Barbara Angstadt
Elizabeth Fitzpatrick
Karen Lamb
October 5

Emery Weisenborn
October 6

Jim McCoy

Scott Nevins

October 7

Jeff Banks

Laura Davis
Linda Larson
Ralph Siefken
October 9
Tamara Doehring
October 10
Anne Gallon
John Smarsh
Suzanne Steinour
October 11

Greg Beegle
Chrissy Ely
Brendan McQuaide
Rachel Pierson
Janet Piper
October 12
Jonathan Patrono

October 13
Carolyn Hoffman
Chloe Pennings
October 15
Caden LaRochelle
October 16
Susan Aldinger
Wayne English
Rachel Skoczen
October 18
Aaron Conklin
October 19
Matt McCracken
Brody Wagner
October 20
Archie Graff
John Harman
Christopher Lewis
Tony Poe

Gwen Scofield
Chad Weikert

October 21

Jack Haskins
Allegra Heebner
Preston Hull
Catherine Stabler
October 22
Adam Boyer

Dave Conklin
Brandon Gladfelter
Mike Gladfelter
Mark Keller
October 23
Aiden Weisenborn
October 24
Larry Bullis
October 25
Emily Clark
Molly Clark

Amy Hieber
Laurie Lewis
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Nell Matthews
Michelle Suarez
Heather Tschop
October 26
Frannie King
October 27
William Johnson
Ronald Weigle
October 29
Mary Camlin
Leah Teague
October 30
Jean Thomas
Peyton Unger
October 31
Terri Stephens
Andrew Stone
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Contemporary Worship THANK YOUS!

e to Paulette & Tom Brabender for the beautiful "We Love To Tell The Story” banner we are
using during our sermon series on The Parables of Jesus.

e to Bill Lewis for his tech support in creating the eye catching announcement loops shown prior
to the service on Powerpoint.

Dear GPC Members

near future.

In Christian love
Jean Sumser

My sincerest "THANK YOU" to all of you for your
prayers, cards, notes, visits, phone calls - and of course
- the DELICIOUS food. Thank you Pastor Dave and
Bonnie and Lou, Candace, and Alexander for your
special hospital visit while I was in the Hanover Hos-
pital. There is no doubt in my mind that all your con-
cerns and contacts helped my attitude for a better re-
covery. The support | had from our Church was unbe-
lievable and it is something | will never forget.

The last several weeks have been a big improvement

i and I am told I am doing well - (just seems like such a
long time) - but | hope to see you all again in the very

My prayers to all of you for good health.

With Love,
Tom & Jan Piper

We would like to say “Thank You” for the many
cards that were sent to honor us on our 50th
wedding anniversary. We are so blessed to be-
long to such a wonderful church family!
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Thank vou to the Remaley’s
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] Every year for Rally Day, Bob & Mary Ann Re-

] maley take on the responsibility of ordering, pick-
ing up, and distributing donuts and juice to all of
the children and youth Sunday School classes.
Thanks to them we have an extra reason to cele-
brate that day! So our hats are off to the Remaley
] family and could you please do that every week?!
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Page 3
THANK YOUS:

Dear Dr. Wright, Rev. Candace & Lou Nyiri, members of GPC and Penny M.,

Thank you so much for your showing your love and support for me while | was a patient at the
Gettysburg Hospital and later a temporary resident of the Gettysburg Lutheran Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center for physical therapy treatment following the fall in my home in early July.

| appreciated the visits from the three church pastors at the hospital and the Lutheran Home. |
also received visits from a number of church members. | also appreciated the delicious evening
meals prepared for me and the gorgeous flower arrangement.

Thanks again for everything you did for me during the very difficult time | had during July & Au-
gust. | hope to see all of you again soon at church services and/or Young At Heart activities.

Sincerely,
Drusilla Warner
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Monthly Financial Report
As of August 31, 2009, we completed 66.67% of 2009 with our budget of $720,567.

Income for the year to date was 61.14% ($440,522).
Expenses for the year to date were 60.96% ($439,271).

Our Amount Available for Operating Expenses was $42,027.

Our income through the end of August was 61.14% of the budgeted amount, which is 5.53%
lower than the 66.67% portion of the year passed. Some of this reflects lower seasonal giving in the
summer. Our General Income amount is $3,876 behind where it was at the same time in 2008, but
our 2009 Budget was increased from 2008, and we are currently $39,850 off pace. Given how the
economy changed in the 4™ quarter of 2008 and has been throughout 2009, this actually is a rela-
tively good financial situation compared to a lot of other churches. The other key number is 60.96%
of budgeted expenses, which is still lower than income for the year. This is due to Session’s decision
to tap funds held in dedicated accounts before using 2009 Budget money, and efforts to limit expense
spending.

As we go through the next four months, we will be spending at a greater pace due primarily to re-
maining mission commitments, and we expect to use up most of our reserve from 2008. However,
we will be getting to the point where we may not be able to do everything we budgeted to do. The
majority of our budget is for Staff followed by Mission, Property and Christian Education. There sim-
ply is not very much we can cut from the budget that will not affect what we want to do at Gettysburg
Presbyterian Church. This concern will impact the remainder of 2009, and the budget Session has
begun to work on for 2010. It is easy to say that we need to hold the line or cut the budget, but much
more difficult to do.

Throughout 2009, Session has made a point of keeping the congregation informed of the financial
status of GPC. The income side of the equation is controlled primarily by us, the congregation. As
we finish our pledge commitments for 2009 and consider the upcoming Stewardship campaign for
2010, please keep in mind the many, many programs, missions and activities we have been doing
and our wonderful staff that leads us on our faith journey in worship, music and Christian education.
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