
 
 

 

 

     Stephen Ministry and You 
Stephen Ministry gets its name from the man Stephen in the book of Acts 

who is one of the first persons commissioned by the Apostles to provide caring minis-
try (Acts 6).  A Stephen Minister receives 50 hours of Christian care-giving training in 
order to provide distinctively Christian care for those in need.  A Stephen Minister 
typically meets with one care receiver for about one hour a week.  The Stephen Minis-
ter provides confidential Christian care to individuals who are facing a wide variety of 
crises or life challenges, including people who are grieving, divorced or separated, ter-
minally ill, unemployed, hospitalized, homebound, lonely or discouraged, experiencing 
spiritual struggles, and more.  In addition, Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders meet 
twice a month for supervision and continuing education. 
     This is what one person has said about her Stephen Ministry training, “[The] train-
ing has helped me grow – personally, spiritually, and professionally.  I use my Stephen 
Ministry skills all the time with patients, peers, and physicians.  Stephen Ministry has 
made a big difference in my own life and in my congregation.”   
     Stephen Ministry complements and strengthens other care-giving ministries.  When those who are involved in the 
care-giving ministries of the church encounter people who need more focused, sustained, one-to-one care than they 
have time to provide, they can refer those persons to Stephen Ministry.  From a pastor’s standpoint, Stephen Minis-
try multiplies the amount of care a congregation can provide.  Pastors report great joy in seeing quality Christian 
care being received by more people than they alone could ever reach.  It is also a blessing for pastors to know that as 
a result of this quality Christian care fewer people “slip through the cracks.” 
     Stephen Ministers have come to be known by those they care for as people who are caring and have sensitive 
hearts.  They are also dependable and kind.  They are known and cherished for their ability to hold confidential in-
formation in silence.   
     Our church will be offering a new Stephen Ministry Training Course on Tuesday evenings from 7-9:30PM begin-
ning October 6th and running through March 2nd.  There will also be two Saturday retreats on October 31st and 
March 13th from 8AM to 1PM.   
     If you have the above qualities and are feeling as though God is calling you to be a Stephen Minister or if you 
know of someone who could benefit from having a Stephen Minister, or maybe you are thinking you could benefit 
from having a Stephen Minister, contact Rev. Lou Nyiri through the church office (334-1235, ext. 4 or 
gpclou@embarqmail.com).   
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HELP 
WANTED! 

 

     Can you plug in a VCR to 
your TV and make it work?  If 
the answer is “YES”, you are 
fully qualified to join the GPC 
Tech Team!  We support the 
technical requirements (audio 
& video) for all three Sunday 
services (special events too).  
We need your help.  We provide 
the training.  Want to know 
more?  Call Bill Fitzpatrick, 
334-4960.  Better yet, visit us 
up in the Media Room (next to 
the organ in the sanctuary bal-
cony) during a service. 

NEED A RIDE? 
 

If you are having trouble at-
tending church services 
and/or church functions due 
to not having transportation, 
let the Deacons help you.  We 
are only a phone call away.   
The transportation Deacon for 
September is Cheryl Goche-
nauer at 337-0406.  

****************************************************************** 
THANK YOUS: 

Thank you to all who have helped with 
music during our 2009 Summer Contem-
porary Worship Services: 
Laura Pennings,  Laura Tschop, John Tschop, 
Bonnie Wright, Dave Wright, Daryl Wright, 
Bonnie O’Dell, Don Clark, Linda Thompson, 
Beth Fitzpatrick, Becky Wareham,  Bruce 
Rowland, Bill Fitzpatrick, Michelle Lofgren, 
Amy Hieber, Adam Boyer, Scott & Beth Chris-
topher. 

We would like to thank our church family for all the 
cards, calls, visits, food and prayers during Dick’s sur-
gery and recovery.  We appreciate all your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dick & Evelyn Small Thanks to you, our church family, for all the many prayers, 

cards, calls and visits for Elwood in the past two months.  
Special thanks to the prayer chain, Candace, Beth & Bill 
Fitzpatrick for their care and concern.  May God Bless You. 
 

Sincerely, 
Elwood & Lillian Hoffman 

 Bean Bag Chairs &  
    Large               Pillows                 

 Needed 
     Our 7th - 8th grade Sunday 
School class would like to be more 
comfortable!  So they are looking 
for donations of bean bag chairs or 
large pillows.  If you have any of 
these in decent condition, please 
call Phyllis at 334-1235, ext. 5 or 
just bring them to Phyllis’ office.   
     Where in her office?  Anywhere 
you can find available floor space!!   
     Thanks. 

Thanks, Heather! 

Where’s a capable and willing elementary teacher when 
you need her?  Dial up Heather Tschop!  Each year 
Heather makes our new class signs and covers multiple 
bulletin boards and this year was no exception.  Thanks, 
Heather, for  your willingness to serve in this way. 

Sunday School Offering 
     Each year our Christian Education Team chooses one or more mission projects to be the benefici-
aries of our Sunday School offering.  Due to the recent state budget crisis, we will be donating funds 
this fall on a monthly basis.  For the month of September, the Sunday School offering will be given to 
the Wee Care Learning Center; October, Adams County Homeless Shelter; and November, Survivors 
Inc.  Even after the budget has passed, these organizations will still be in dire need of support.  
Thank you for your help in this mission effort. 

Follow the Matthews to  

Faraja, Tanzania: 

http://faraja09-10.blogsopt.com/ 

Thank you for your cards, phone calls and good wishes for 
our anniversary. 
 
Special Blessings, 
Jo & Sandy Rice 
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The Presbytery of Carlisle 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 

invites you to the installation of 
 

Rev. Dr. David C. Wright 
as Pastor of  

Gettysburg Presbyterian Church  
 

Installation at 
Gettysburg Presbyterian Church 

208 Baltimore St. 
Gettysburg, PA  17325 

 
on Sunday, September 27 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

A reception will follow the service. 




