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When | was young, | felt good because my church received the One Great Hour of o Holy Week
Sharing. | was helping God help hurting people. Schedule

That was after World War I1. Optimism was high. America and her allies had won the]»  Nursery Help

War! We helped Europe with the Marshall Plan. We were on aroll. | remember Needed on Easter

thinking: We will eliminate hunger from the earth in my lifetime!

» Easter Flowers

How naive | was! Here we are over six decades later and still facing the same chal- ¢ Movie Night

lenges.
J o New Member

Is it discouraging? All the special offerings, all the money spent, all the scientific ef- Classes

fort, all the government programs, all the church programs, and we don’t seem to pro-

gress! A few minutes ago, a local father walked into my office asking for food — a ¢ H_erShey Park

common occurrence for Gettysburg churches. Further, with today’s media, in an in- Tickets

stant we may see suffering anywhere in our country, even the world. Needs every-
where! Add it all up and we could throw up our hands and say, “I quit! It is not worth trying!”

What if God did that?

We will commemorate the life of Jesus during Holy Week. We will remember his entry into Jerusalem, his teach-
ings, his Last Supper, the betrayal, the torture, the death and then celebrate his being raised---all because God did
not, does not, give up on us! Though we rebel against God, though we ignore God, God still loves us and offers us
mercy and salvation! What a blessing when we accept the grace!

We will observe Holy Week, but not because we have accomplished so much. We will observe it in gratitude for
God’s grace to us.

Likewise, we will contribute to the One Great Hour of Sharing for people whose lives are severely altered by disas-
ter or are born poor. Because God cares, as God’s people we care.

On Palm Sunday, April 5, we will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing offering in special envelopes, or by checks
so marked on the memo line. The children who have been collecting their offerings in fish-boxes may bring them to
Sunday School or place them in the special boxes in Fellowship Hall.

Yours,
Harry
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April 1 April 6 April 13 April 22 April 28

Ryan Conklin Natalie Hinton Ethan Burgess Mary Shuss Katherine FitzGerald
Ryan Dudash Hatty Ketterman Dale Gallon Lance Snyder Tammi Swartzbaugh
Dylan Fissel April 7 Drusilla Warner April 23 Dolores Yakencheck
Amy Morton Alexis Stone April 16 Melanie Keller April 29

April 2 April 8 Kevin FitzGerald  Susie Snyder Lawrence Sanders
Jackie Ecker Brian Breighner Beverly Gard April 24 Emily Shoey

Tan Isherwood Bob Jones Amy Stewart Sally Jones April 30

Jared Kern April 9 Judy Temme Frank Pizzuto Josie Brownley
Susan Kint Carol Geist April 17 Amy Tomassini Dan Reisinger
Alex McNair Susan Lindsay Destiny Downing April 25

April 3 Dorothy Oblack Caroline Maue Brandy Mosser

Alex Damjanovic April 10 April 18 John Reber

Benjamin Soliday Eric Maitland Hayden Hall Joanne Reisinger

Dakota Warcup Mary Ellen Myers Richard Heflin April 26

April 4 April 11 Robert Heldt Judy Bullis

Dempsey Miller Sal Chandon April 19 Elijjah Dillman

Jacqueline Pizzuto  Scott Freeman Michael Beegle Doreen Oblack e
Savannah Soliday ~ April 12 April 20 April 27 24484Q°
Suzanne Tschop James Hans Madison Brubaker  Charlotte King

Dick Wisor Julie Kint Sandra Dixon Lynn Peterson

April 5 Susan Pizzuto Cindi Knouse Holly Stabler

Scott McNair Betty Kump

Stephan Reyka
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Food For Thought

Most of us past the age of 50
were brought up being told that
the Sanctuary was the “House of
God”, the most important room
in the church building. We were
taught to respect it by lowering
our voices to a whisper and to
never eat anything other than a
cough drop while there. Outside
of the Communion Elements, no
food or drink was brought into
the sanctuary.

It has been observed that on
occasion, coffee and food has
been carried from Fellowship
Hall into the sanctuary here at
GPC.

Because we should set aside
one room where worship is spe-
cial and God is the only thing on
our mind, might we finish our
eating and drinking BEFORE
we enter those doors into our
Sanctuary? Let our food and
drink be the hymns, anthems
and sermons which we are privi-
leged to hear every Sunday.

Donald Clark
Church member and Custodian

New Easter Books in the Childr en’s Library

1. Benjamin’s Box by Melody Carlson (Holiday Easter)
As Benjamin fills his special box, the Easter story is told from Palm Sunday to
Jesus’ resurrection. Ideas are given for creating manipulatives to help tell the story.

2. Easter by Fiona French (Holiday Easter)
The text and colorful artwork are from England's King James version of the Bible and the many
stained glass windows in British cathedrals. A read-to for school age children.

3. Home Sweet Home by Jean Marzallo (Preschool)
A simple blessing for Springtime animals, plants and insects; written in easy rhyme. The beautiful |
llustrations and text are for younger children. A book to be read again and again.

4. Easter is for Me by Dandi Daley Mackall (Holiday Easter)
Written in rhyme with the refrain “I think He was thinking of me,” this read aloud draws children into
the events of the Easter story.

SWING INTO SOFTBALL

Sign up to play softball in our church league.
Call or email Rev. Lou Nyiri at 334-1235, ext. 4 or
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% Monthly Financial Report

1 Receipts to date are 14.19% ($102,214)
1 Expenditures to date are 15.01% ($108,144)
1 Our current amount available for operating expenses is $35,979.

[0
[0
| As of February 28 we are 16.67% into 2009 with our budget of $720,567. [
[0
[0
[
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Sunday, April 5tk Palm Sunday

8:15 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Services

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
Thursday, April 9th Maundy Thursday

7:30 p.m. Worship Service
Friday, April 10th Good Friday

12:00 p.m. Community Service at the

St. James Lutheran Church

7:00 p.m. “Passion of the Christ” movie in the sanctuary
Sunday, April 12th Easter

6:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service at the Peace

Light on the Battlefield
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
9:00 — 9:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
10:30 — 11:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service

Invite A Friend to the Easter Celebration — April 12th
Now is a great time to pray about whom you could invite to one of
our four Easter worship celebrations. Over the upcoming weeks
spend time daily in prayer seeking God’s guidance as to who you
know that could benefit from hearing the Easter message of hope
and new life. Then share with your friend the list of Easter worship
services found in this newsletter. Starting this Sunday you can also
pick up an invitation from the welcome table in fellowship hall or
one of the three Sanctuary entrances to give to your friend. Part of
Easter’s call to us is remembering that Christ commanded the disciples after his resurrection
and before the ascension to share the message of hope with others. What better way to fulfill
Christ’s call to evangelism than by inviting a friend to Easter worship.
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g@ Hershey Park Tickets

Thinking of going to Hershey Park this summer? Want to buy tickets at a cheaper rate? We've got
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) the answer for you! You can order and buy tickets through the church group rate. These tickets I
can be used by you ANY DAY of the 2009 season. The rates are $28.50 for ages 9-54 (regular rate

is $51.95) and $24.00 for ages 3-8 and $24.00 for ages 55+ (regular rate is $30.95). [
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You may order these tickets by calling Phyllis at the church office (334-1235, ext. 5) or by signing
| up in Fellowship Hall on March 29 or April 5. FINAL DATE TO PAY FOR THESE TICKETS IS SUNDAY, APRIL 5th.

| Please make checks out to “Gettysburg Presbyterian Church.” There will be no refunds for tickets not used. You do

] not have to be a church member to participate. Thanks!!
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