
 
 

 

Thanks! 
 
Over these ten months that I have been with you, I have had so many posi-
tive experiences for which I want to thank and commend you. 
 
I’ll start with the staff.  They received me graciously, and have continued to 
help me daily in a dozen ways.  Frequently I have to ask about this or that 
person, or about how this or that is done here, or where this or that is.  My 
interrupting must get annoying, but they are patient and good natured.  
They have had to pick up additional work, and have done so graciously.  
Thank you, staff, for your spirit and hard work! 
 
I’ll continue with the officers.  Some of the committees and their elder-leaders have been little im-
pacted by this interim.  Other elder-leaders have had a steep learning curve.  Dan Hans was the insti-
tutional memory and hands-on administrator.  With his departure and my ignorance, the elders 
stepped up, learned, and now act.  Thank you for your willing and effective leadership! 
 
I want to comment on the congregation generally.  As a report found elsewhere in the Grapevine 
says, the members contributed generously in 2008.  We were concerned that donations and participa-
tion would decline for three reasons.  First, the departure of the long-time, effective senior pastor of-
ten causes people to pull back.  Second, some hold back, waiting to see if they like the future pastor 
before committing.  Third, the general economic shrinkage and morale of people makes us cautious.  
I commend you for maintaining your donations and participation!  Thank God for the spirit of the 
church! 
 
Let’s continue to serve the Lord with energy, intelligence, imagination, generosity and love! 
 
Yours, 
Harry 
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Thank You’s: 

Happy Birthday to... 
February 1 
Keith Baker 
Karen Breighner 
Diane Hoffman 
Thomas Piper 
February 2 
Freda Hulton 
Kyle May 
Greg Trax 
Lydia Walker 
Pam Wisor 
February 3 
Penny Breighner 
Elizabeth Farn-
ham 
Mary Flinner 
Linda MacAskill 
Sophie May 
Kasey Rathgeber 
Deb Siefken 
 

 
February 5 
Blaze Graff 
Christopher Kulkusky 
February 6 
Allan Blue 
Lucas Dayhoff 
Michael Haverlock 
Lori McNair 
Viola Reaver 
Hilary Wolf 
February 7 
Ab Rainbow 
Daniel Snyder 
February 10 
Matt Clark 
Susan Wicklein 
February 11 
Chuck MacDonald 
February 12 
Walker Daniels 

 
February 13 
Margaret Dombrowsky 
February 14 
Carolyn Durboraw 
Cody Smith 
February 15 
Sandra Yarber Dixon 
February 16 
Robert Bigham 
Alison Golanoski 
Carly Hinton 
Bob Hoylman 
Carrie McMaster 
Kate Mowrey 
February 17 
Clare Alloway 
Barry Breighner 
Nicole Bridel 
February 19 
Arlene Jury 

Jack Reese 
February 20 
Deborah Litten 
February 21 
William Fitzpatrick 
Faye Johns 
Patti Schwartz 
February 22 
Margaret Crone 
February 23 
Henry Heiser 
Dana Hubble 
February 24 
Henry Rice 
February 25 
Marty Fitzgerald 
Robert Lindsay 
Laura Morton 
February 26 
Kody Kulkusky 
Bryan LaRochelle 

Myrt Watson 
February 27 
Gary Morrison 
Susan Moyer 
February 28 
Rush Benson 
Jean Conover 
Robert McQuaide 
Joyce Morrison 
Lovette Mott 
Rad Schultz 
Bill Tindall 
Courtney Weaver 
Jordan Williams 
 
(February 29) 
Alexander Heeschen 
Char- lotte 
Win- sheimer 

************************************************************************************** 

************************************************************************************** 

Condolences: 

Our sympathy and prayers are with: 
  
 Mimi Johnson on the recent death of her brother. 
 William Stansbury on the recent death of his sister Gloria Payne. 

 

We thank everyone for the cards, gifts, 
well wishes AND COOKIES during the 

Christmas season. We are blessed to be 
a part of the G.P.C. church family.  
God’s peace to all of you in 2009.  

Love from  
The Nyiris - Lou, Candace, and Alex 

Thank you to young adult G.P.C. mem-
ber T.J. Remaley for his worship lead-
ership in December and January. 

The Contemporary Ministry Team would 
like to thank all who shared their time 
and talents during the Advent and Christ-
mas season. Special thanks to the dedi-
cated Contemporary musicians, and 
tech team. Thanks to Doug Forbeck and 
the usher/greeter team. Thanks to 
Paulette Brabender for her creative 
touches.  Thanks to all who helped with 
our special advent evening service, espe-
cially Beth Fitzpatrick and friends who 
served refreshments. Thank you to 
Wendy, Mark, Tessa and Bryn Beauchat 
for portraying the Holy Family and all 
who helped with Advent candle lighting 
and scripture readings.  



Year-End Financial Report 
As of December 31, 2008, we completed 100.00% of 2008 with our budget of $693,936. 
Income for the year was 101.72% ($705,841). 
Expenses for the year were 109.26% ($758,212). 
Our year-end Amount Available for Operating Expenses was $47,376, and our Dedicated Funds balance was $132,205. 
 

We finished the year with a strong December, with pledges actually exceeding the pledges received in December 
2007, and we set a new record for the Christmas Fair giving.  For the year, pledges actually exceeded our budgeted 
amount by almost $20,000.  Expenses exceeded budgeted expenses with several one-time costs such as money set 
aside for the Pastor Nominating Committee, the installation of the movie screen, etc.  Our Stewardship campaign is 
down overall from last year approximately 5.5% to date, but we feel that this reflects the uncertain economic times.  
More pledges are expected, but we also believe more will give in 2009 without returning a pledge card. 
 
 At the January 11, 2009 meeting, Session approved the 2009 Budget of $720,567, which is a 3.84% increase. 
This is slightly lower than the 2009 Proposed Budget provided to the congregation with the Stewardship mailing.  The 
amount of this budget related to our staff, including social security taxes, medical, pension and allowances, is approxi-
mately $440,000 or 61%.  The next biggest category is the amount we budget for missions, which is $122,934 or 
17.06% of the budget.  A copy of the 2009 Budget summary will be included in the Annual Report.  We realize that it 
will be more difficult to meet this budget given the current economic climate, but we also recognize that we have an 
excellent staff, who have taken on even more in a time of transition, and have a strong desire to continue the mission 
work we support.  We are relying on the continued generosity and support of our congregation.  We will continue to 
share our financial status in the Grapevine throughout 2009.  May God continue to bless you and the work of our 
church in 2009. 
         — Don Stabler & the Finance Committee 

 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  

 

As we begin the second half of our Sunday School year, below you will find the listing of our regular adult classes 
plus several special series.  All classes run from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 
 

Class     When     Location  
The Wired Word   January - May (except March)  MacAskill Room  
 Today’s hot topics are explored in depth from a Christian point of view.  Class participants, if interested, can 
receive Sunday’s topic each Thursday for a preliminary study via email.  
 
You Matter More Than You Think January 18 - February 22  Top Floor Room 
  In this DVD/discussion series for women we will explore the power of a woman’s life and the ways in 
which a woman can make a difference in the world.  Workbooks will be available for each participant. 
 
How We Got the Bible   March 1 - 29    MacAskill Room 
 This 5-week series will be led by our favorite guest speaker, Rev. Dr. Charles (Buz) Myers.  Look for more 
details on page 6 of this newsletter. 
 
Young Marrieds   January - May    Eisenhower Lounge 
 This group for young married couples will discuss ways to live a life with purpose, using the video series and 
Bible study called “Elevate”. 
 
 
Men’s Bible Class   January - May    Crane Library  
Women’s Bible Class   January - May    Paideia House (downstairs) 
 These 2 classes will study “Old Testament People of Commitment”. 
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