
 
 

 
 
One assumption pertinent to this season, the current economy  
and lifestyle is this:  "The best if not the only road to social progress lies in continuous 
expansion of the gross output of material goods and services on a national and global 
basis." .  That old  
quote from my file seems very fitting to the values by which most Americans have 
lived in recent decades.  I add to it, the gross accumulation/consumption of those mate-
rial goods and services, especially prior and post Christmas. 
 
Now, the economy challenges us to question goods and services being the primary goal 
of life.  What if the economy does not perform?  Are we then failures?  Is our worth 
tied to production and accumulation?  What goals are primary or essential? 
 
I learned the value of goods as a child--probably you did, too.  I thought Christmas 
morning would never come.  I physically ached because it approached so sluggishly.  Why?  I wanted my presents!  
What would I get?  When mother was out, I sneaked about the house, searching every hiding place.  (Once in a ser-
mon I mentioned where I looked.  Parents were furious with me – I had exposed their secret hiding places.)  Then, 
back at school, we compared gifts with each other.  That is how I discovered if I had gotten really good gifts.  I 
learned that life's richness came from things. 
 
However, things too often have the quality of decoration.  Looks good.  Feels good.  But, if the foundation of the 
house is vulnerable, then? 
 
Remember the words of Jesus: "I have come that you may have life, and have it abundantly." Jn.10:10  “Strive first 
for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” Matt. 6:33   Rela-
tionship with God incarnated in Jesus Christ is primary.  Accumulations and services become secondary goals, tools 
for our well-being and to be used in God’s service. 
 
If you are doing self-examination as we enter 2009, ask the Lord to help you resolve to have your priorities right. 
 
May the Lord bless Gettysburg Presbyterian Church, and each of you personally, in 2009! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Harry 
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Thank You’s: 

I would like to thank Jean 
Sixeas, Liz Conover, Judy & 
Rick Beamer, Bev Weber, 
Amy Deitch, Pam Rowland, 
Cheryl & Megan Gochenauer, 
Judy Miller, Don Clark and 
Mary Lou Seamens for all 
their help with the Christmas 
decorations in the church. 

THANK YOU! 

Paulette Brabender 

We appreciate officers who serve as our leader-servants.  
 

Two of our elders have completed two terms of three successive years, the maximum allowed.  They are Jim Biggar who 
chaired Personnel and Administration, and Carol Heiser who chaired Evangelism.  Thank you! 
 

Bill Fitzpatrick, and Bob Remaley were reelected to second full terms.  Susie Snyder has served one year and accepted 
reelection for a full term.  Thank you! 
 

We welcome onto the session, Mark Grim, serving the first time as a Presbyterian elder, and Bev Weber who served as 
an elder in her previous church.  Thanks for being willing to serve! 
 

From the deacons, Judy Bullis and Anne Gallon have completed two successive three-year terms, Paulette Brabender 
and Jim Newman have completed one three-year term, and Pauline Peterson two years of her second three-year 
term.  As deacons these individuals have spent time visiting shut-ins, organizing transportation for members to attend 
worship, delivering flowers after Sunday worship and organizing the ushers.  Thank you! 
 

Elected to the deacons for the first time are Ann Cook, Elizabeth Fitzpatrick, Sue Pizzuto and Karen Swartz for three-
year terms.  Also, Andy Miner will serve a one-year term.   
 
Thanks for being willing to serve! 

A Mission Bright Star Thank You 
 
                      Sincere thanks go out to our congregation for participating in  
                       this year’s Mission Bright Star ministry. Through your gen-
erosity, 196 beautifully wrapped gifts were delivered the week before 
Christmas to 98 children whose parent or parents are inmates in the Ad-
ams County Adult Correctional Facility.  Special thanks go to the following 
for their help in assisting with this year’s Mission Bright Star program:  
      
     Phyllis Dowd,  Wayne and Judy English, Bill and Kathy Faloon, Cheryl 
and Megan Gochenauer, Georgia Kuhn,  Lori and Brian May,   Lori, Alex, 
and Scott McNair, Scott McPherson,  Penny Messinger, Steve, Tammi, 
and Christian Swartzbaugh,  Dick and Pam Wisor, Dee and Alex 
Yakencheck and to the Youth Club and their adult and teen helpers.  
      
     Additional thanks go to Hal Camlin for providing opportunities for these 
families to obtain additional gifts through the US Marine Corps Reserve 
project “Toys for Tots” and to the Prison Chaplain Will Olsen, for helping to 
coordinate MBS sign-up at the prison.   
 
     Bruce and Pam Rowland 

Special Thanks… 
Thank you to the following who gave up 
part of their Christmas Eve to help in our 
church nursery:  Chelsea Cook, Chad 

Cook, Andy Miner, Betty Brownley, Anne Stuart, 
Kathy & Mike Wark, Marion Lambert, and Deb 
Siefken. 
     We appreciate the time you gave that night to 
enable parents to attend worship. 

THANK YOU! 
 

     A very special thank you goes 
to Mary Miner and Lou Nyiri for 
the time and effort they gave in 
preparing and performing the 
drama "Stolen Jesus" at the 5:30 
and 7:00 p.m. services on Christ-
mas Eve. Thanks also go to Andy 
Miner and Ned Brownley for de-
signing and building the manger 
set.  



Need Any More Coffee or Cocoa? 
    We have the following left over from 
the Christmas Fair: 
 2  Breakfast Blend 
 2  French Vanilla 
        13  Mind Body & Soul 
 6  Hot Cocoa 
 

    If you would like to  
purchase any of the  
coffee for $5.00 or  
cocoa for $4.00, see 
Phyllis in the church office.   
 
    The money will go toward next year’s 
Christmas Fair! 

 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  

 

As we begin the second half of our Sunday School year, below you will find the listing of our regular adult classes 
plus several special series:  All classes run from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 
 

Class     When     Location  
The Wired Word    January - May (except March)  MacAskill Room  

 Today’s hot topics are explored in depth from a Christian point of view.  Class participants, if interested, can receive Sunday’s 
topic each Thursday for a preliminary study via email.  
 
Financial Seminar    January 25    Eisenhower Lounge 
 See description on page 5 of this newsletter 
 
You Matter More Than You Think  January 18 - February 22   Top Floor Room 
  In this DVD/discussion series for women we will explore the power of a woman’s life and the ways in which a woman can 
make a difference in the world.  Workbooks will be available for each participant. 
 
How We Got the Bible   March 1 - 29    MacAskill Room 
 This 5-week series will be led by our favorite guest speaker, Rev. Dr. Charles (Buz) Myers.  Look for more details in the next 
newsletter. 
 
Young Marrieds    January - May    Eisenhower Lounge 
 This group for young married couples will discuss ways to live a life with purpose, using the video series and Bible 
study called “Elevate”. 
 

 
Men’s Bible Class    January - May    Crane Library  
Women’s Bible Class   January - May   Paideia House (downstairs) 
 These 2 classes will study “Old Testament People of Commitment”. 

Nursery Pagers and the “Calming Room” 
     A nursery paging system has been purchased and is 
now being used in our church nursery.  The pager will 
vibrate and light up if for any reason the nursery staff 
needs to contact the parent of a child.  Special thanks 
goes to Ann Cowden for researching the system and to 
the Ketterman family for approving the use of funds 
from the Dorothy Ketterman memorial for purchase.  
We know Dottie would be pleased with this addition to 
the nursery since she served as Nursery Superintendent 
for many, many years.  
     During the 8:15 and 11:00 a.m. services, our church 
library can now be used as a “Calming Room”.  This is a 
place for parents to go with a child or baby who needs 
special attention during the worship service time and 
which enables the parent (and child) to view our service 
on a television in that room.  Thanks to Bill Fitzpatrick 
and Steve Kinsey for facilitating the set-up of this new 
way to help parents of young children continue to be a 
part of our worshipping community. 
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