
 
 

 

Advent: Our Lord Has Come! Come, Lord Jesus!   
 

It is Advent!  Christmas is coming!  Epiphany is coming! 
 
As a boy, I never heard of Advent or Epiphany.  It was Christmas that mattered!  And it 
seemed to never come!  My home church was ‘low’ Presbyterian.  We did not celebrate 
according to the church calendar, except for Christmas, Palm Sunday, Easter and Pentecost.  
Liturgical Seasons of the church year?  Never heard of them until I was in seminary.  Did 
you grow up observing Advent and Epiphany? 
 
Advent is the four weeks prior to Christmas, a Liturgical Season of the church calendar.  
But, what Americans do with it!  We bury it.  We celebrate Christ’s birth prior to Christ-
mas.  Come December 26 and the celebration is over! 
 
Historically Advent was the four weeks prior to Christmas.  It had two meanings: 1)Looking back to the birth of Jesus, 
voiced in the motto: “Our Lord Has Come!”  2)Looking ahead to the second coming of Jesus, voiced in the motto: “Come, 
Lord Jesus!”  Purple or blue were the colors.  We follow these themes somewhat, e.g., the candles on our Advent Wreath 
are blue.  Blue is for penitence and preparation.  Liturgically it is a time of waiting for the return of the one who already 
has come.  Biblical and devotional readings are of these themes. 
 
From Christmas until Epiphany is twelve days.  Ever wondered where that odd song about the “Twelve Days of Christ-
mas” came from?  From the celebration for twelve days after the birth, just the opposite of what Americans do.  Christ-
mastide, it was called. The symbolic color was and is white for the purity of the Christ Child. 
 
Epiphany is a word from the Greek that means “appearance” or “manifestation” of God.  In other words, God became 
incarnate in Jesus on Christmas -- the mysterious truth that John communicated in his Prologue: “And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us.”   Epiphany in the Western church became the day to remember the visit of the Magi, the bap-
tism of Jesus, and the wedding feast at Cana. 
 
Whether we celebrate God’s self-revelation in Jesus before or after Christmas, the point is to honor and thank God.  It is a 
season for deliberate and deep devotions.  Joy has to be expressed.  Hope fills the heart.  Peace is wished for.  Eternal love 
is highlighted.  The best of our human natures is drawn out.  All because God became one of us in the past and will return 
to welcome us into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Have blessed and meaningful Advent and Christmas seasons! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Harry 

    Gettysburg Presbyterian Church 
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Inside: 

• Birthday Party for 
Jesus 

• SHIP Open House 
at the Nyiri’s 
home 

• New Sunday 
School Series 

• Faithful Journey 
Book Group 
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Thank You’s: 

Happy Birthday to... 
January 1 
Joe Dowd 
Barb Fair 
Doug Forbeck 
Kate Matthews 
Kay McClain 
Johnna Sanders 
January 2 
Scott Christopher 
Mella DeNoma 
Janet Dewar 
Dorothy Matava 
Tammy Smarsh 
Ann Williams 
January 3 
Ellen Arnold 
Olivia Hall 
Sandra Irwin 
January 4 
Trenton Fake 
Brody Gipe 
Christian Swartzbaugh 
Ethan Walker 
January 5 
Matthew Harvey 
Donna Heebner 
January 6 
Don Scofield 
 

January 7 
Matthew Landauer 
Jane Neely 
Linda Neely 
Dick Peterson 
Marilyn Weary 
January 8 
Ally Ecker 
Barbara Finfrock 
Patricia Lewis 
January 9 
Alex Yakencheck 
January 10 
Vicki Fuller 
Paul Landauer 
Stacy Miller 
Pamela Musselman 
Alden Reese 
January 11 
Jack Miller 
Natalie Oswald 
January 12 
Lois Gregor 
January 13 
Wayne Kump 
Joshua Poorman 
 
 
 

January 15 
Katrina Fuller 
Joan Kinsey 
Pam Rowland 
Caroline Wintrode 
January 16 
Alexander Cowden 
Olivia Cowden 
Emily Jane DeNoma 
Cheryl Kulkusky 
David Landis 
Lee Ann Larson 
Callie Sheppard 
January 17 
Ken Brown 
Alexandra Chandon 
Allen Duncan 
James Getty 
MacDonald Heebner 
Mike Hosterman 
Alex Telenson 
January 18 
Michael King 
William Reaver 
January 19 
Brian Fitzgerald 
Paul Wilson 
 
 

January 20 
Doris Corbin 
Jacob Durboraw 
Dan Frey 
John Gregor 
Sharon Martin 
Mary Miner 
Deb Slothour 
January 21 
Bob Daniels 
Debra Meckley 
January 22 
Michael Redding 
Zachary Reisinger 
January 23 
Tom Kolmer 
January 24 
Betsy Clowes 
January 25 
Christopher Kiefer 
Erin Weigle 
Mary Weigle 
January 26 
Dianne Albin 
Margaret Sarnoff 
Mary Smith 
 
 
 

January 27 
Dave Boyer 
Callie Fennimore 
Barb Sanders-Hartwig 
Nate Hoylman 
Kay Knox 
Viola Miller 
January 28 
Jack Oyler 
Jordan Thompson 
January 29 
Jacob Bridel 
Donald Stabler 
Bev Weber 
January 31 
Dave Delacruz 
Jordan Soliday 
Tracey Stone 
Becky Wareham 
 

Thanks for a Beautiful Pageant 
     It was a memorable night.  About 200 adults and chil-
dren gathered as we listened to a flute trio, sang Christ-
mas carols and enjoyed the wonderful story of that first 
Christmas. 
     Thanks to the following participants for making the 
pageant possible: 
 Director - Jen Beegle 
 Primary Choir - led by Amy Hieber &  
              Sonja Brown 
 Chapel Choir - led by Amy Hieber 
 Accompanist - Tammi Swartzbaugh 
 Flutists - Jean LeGros, Beth Jones and  
   Laura Pennings 
 Bell Ringers - Micah Gard and  
   Christian Swartzbaugh 
 Drummer Boy - Michael Heeschen 
 Two Narrating Angels - Andrea Crowe and  
   Kelsey Fox 
 Mary - Emma Dillman 
 Joseph - Zach Beegle 
 Angels, Shepherds, Star Bearer and  
 Wisemen - Middle and High School Youth 
 Costumes - Teresa Gard and Libby Crowe 
 Spotlight - Steve Swartzbaugh 
     A special thank-you also goes to Susie Snyder, Tracy 
Boyer, Deb Meckley, Sharon Baker and Evelyn Small for 
setting up and “hosting” the potluck dessert.  And we 
appreciated all the delicious goodies that were shared! 

SOUP KITCHEN NEWS: 
 

     The November and De-
cember faithful volunteers 
for the Gettysburg Soup 
Kitchen brought warm holiday 
cheer with their delicious casseroles.  
The guests were delighted.   
     A sincere thank you to:  Gerry 
Dettloff, Carolyn Durboraw, Gail 
Hull, Dale Molina, Pat Behre, and 
Judy & Wayne English.  As you can 
imagine the need is constant.   
     If interested in this community 
mission please contact Mary Smith 
at mjsmith2@aol.com or 334-4452. 




