
 
 

 

   An Advent Prayer 
                          So soon, God, too soon. 
             We hardly picked up from Thanksgiving,  
    and here it is Advent with Christmas coming soon.   
             So soon.  It is hard to shift gears so fast.   
           We are not ready.  Where did the time go?   
                   How could the year pass so soon?   
   Yet, it is into such a world as this and such a time  
                   as this that you choose to enter.   
                                 Again and again,  
             you visit us in the darkest times of life. 
                                  Again and again, 
        you surprise us in the midst of hectic schedules  
                                 and frantic lives.   
     Holy God, help us keep alert in this Advent season.   
    Help us to be ready to see you in the ordinary tasks.   
Help us to be ready to slow down for prayer, for children,  
                          for our family and friends. 
  Help us to be ready to stand up for peace and justice,  
 for Jesus comes to bring new life to us and our world. 
      O God, help us to be ready to receive you again…Amen 
                  (adapted from Homeletics online/worship resources) 

 
     Ready or not, the Advent season is here.  Advent marks the beginning of the church year and is the 
period of time beginning with the fourth Sunday before Christmas and ending with Christmas Eve.  Ad-
vent is a time of preparation.  It is a time to prepare - not our homes, not our offices, not our gifts but a 
time to prepare our hearts for the expected coming of an unexpected baby.   
     It is important for us as individuals and as a community of faith to take a deep breath and to stop, even 
for a moment and remind ourselves that Jesus is the reason for our celebrations.  Through scripture read-
ing, reflective prayer, candle lighting and worship we can prepare our hearts for the arrival of Emmanuel - 
God with us! 
     At GPC, there are many opportunities for preparation and celebration of this Advent season.  Please 
look over our worship schedule and other events during the month of December.  May we prepare our 
hearts to welcome Christ, the son of the living God! 
 
In Advent anticipation, 

    Gettysburg Presbyterian Church 

G R A P E V I N E 
Parson to Person 

  December 3, 2008 

Inside: 

• Christmas Fair 
• SHIP Open House 
• Nativity Pageant 
• A Celebration in 

Anticipation of a 
King! 

• Poinsettia Order 
Form 



Page  2 

Thank Yous: Youth Club / Young at Heart—Thanksgiving Feast 
 On Wednesday , November 19, 95 people attended 
our annual Youth Club / Young at Heart Thanksgiving Dinner.  
Each year this gathering of the younger and older members  
of our church enables us to get to know each other a little 
better, while enjoying a delicious feast. 
 
THANKS to the following who made this possible: 
 
Rick Beamer and the Dobbin House who provided turkey, 
gravy,  mashed potatoes, corn muffins, stuffing, and cake. 
 

Young at Heart members who provided vegetables, casse-
roles and desserts. 
 

Sarah Lambert and Joan Kinsey who coordinated the Young 
at Heart contributions. 
 

Don Clark for set-up. 
 

Melanie Keller for purchasing all of the paper products and 
coordinating the set-up and clean-up. 
 

Melanie Keller, Gina Plamann, Leslie Peoples, Lucy Breigh-
ner, and John & Corena Harman for serving and cleaning up. 
 

Drusilla Warner and Gerry Detloff for decorating the tables. 
 

Penny Messinger for the table activities. 
 

Tammi Swartzbaugh for leading the singing. 
 

SEE YOU ALL NEXT YEAR! 

December 5 
Hailey Brownley 
Merle Weant 
December 6 
Hayden Garverick 
Austin Rucker 
December 7 
Rebecca Beegle 
Emily Hull 
Allen Knouse 
Melissa MacDonald 
December 8 
McKenna Kulkusky 
John Musselman 
Lee Weber 
December 9 
Robert Jones 
Holly Scarbrough 
Ed Suplee 
Shawn Wagner 
December 10 
Marvin Muhl-
hausen 
 
 

 
December 11 
Megan Angstadt 
Steven Deitch 
Kim Eskildsen 
Newton Stewart 
December 12 
Beth Mowrey 
Mary Lynn Weaver 
Charles Zimmerman 
December 13 
Beth Christopher 
Dalton Doehring 
Shirley Fennimore 
December 14 
Doug Parkhurst 
John Tschop 
December 15 
Emily Dayhoff 
June Powers 
December 16 
Mike Brubaker 
Casey Ecker 
Janet Lightner 
Bonita Soliday 

 
December 17 
Ruth Ann 
Fatzinger 
Marion Lam-
bert 
December 18 
Harold Camlin  
Richard Light-
ner 
George Petrie 
Kelly Pizzuto 
Christian Priel 
December 19 
Chad Cook 
Sedona Wilson 
December 20 
Sonja Brown 
Debbie Manning 
Laura Pennings 
Rachel Quashnoc 
December 21 
Bruce Bridel 
Christa Fitzgerald 
Beth Freeman 

Chase King 
Aaron Murray 
June Wescott 
Harry Winsheimer 
December 22 
Luke Wilson 
December 23 
Sue Hain 
Megan Linn 
Jane North 
James Williams 
December 24 
Bryan Beegle 
Lucy Breighner 
Jeffery Cook 
Emily Druckman 
Jan Knouse 
Robert Remaley 
December 25 
Kirk Cowden 
Kenneth Elledge 
Nicholas Rucker 
December 26 
Bronte Fennimore 
Helen Weaver 

December 27 
Julia Burke 
Stephanie Dougherty 
Allyson Schubbe 
Chuck Teague 
Mandy Weikert 
December 28 
John DeNoma 
Elizabeth Huettner 
Gail Pavlovich 
December 29 
Katherine Schneider 
Lynne Stabler 
December 30 
Sandra Breighner 
Carolyn Hankey 
Ted Kinsey 
Norman Paul  
Anne Warcup 
Kathy Wark 
December 31 
Andy Arm-
strong 
Paul Doe-
hring 

Happy Birthday to... 

Peacemaking  
Offering 
2008 

 
This year’s Peacemaking offering was 
very successful!  We hoped to raise 
$4,000.00 so that $800.00 could be 
sent to each of these Peacemaking 
Ministries:  Gettysburg Soup 
Kitchen, Adams County Shelter for 
the Homeless, Survivors, Inc., Hai-
tian Bible Ministry, and Seeds to 
Success.  Total collections for the 
2008 Peacemaking offering were 
$3,521.95.  When we add this 
amount to the extra donations that 
came in 2007 we have met our 
$4,000.00 goal.   
 
  THANK YOU for your support 
     and MERRY CHRISTMAS! 




