Gettysburg Presbyterian Church —

T November 19, 2008
Parson to Person

Inside:

o Advent Schedule

With only a few emotional words, the Apostle sums up his life. | am e Christmas Fair
referring to 1 Timothy 1:12-17, a striking and engaging passage. « Christmas Pageant

“| am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord....” Why? » Poinsettia Order
Form

Paul wrote that in his younger adult life he had been a blasphemer, a o Christmas

persecutor and a violent man. Remember how we were introduced to Caroling

him in The Acts? He was persecuting the church. He joined in the ston-|,  MidSHIP

ing of Stephen, a very violent execution. If sadists were doing the ston- Babysitting

ing, they could pelt the sentenced one with stones -- bruising, breaking,
causing pain. Not until the head was struck and death came did the sen-
tenced criminal receive relief. Yes, Paul was a very angry young man! He was fanatical. His
heart was icy-hot.

On the road to suppress more believers in Jesus, Jesus interrupted.

Then, he wrote: “I received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure
and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom |
am the foremost. But for that very reason | received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus
Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to
believe in him for eternal life.” *“I am grateful....”

From angry young Saul to mature Paul, from angry young man to a man so full of love that he
sacrificed his life in order that others might experience the same love from Christ Jesus, from
angry young man to committed missionary, from angry young man to loved and grateful disci-
ple.

What a miracle Christ Jesus did in Saul/Paul!

O Lord, thank you for your love! Thank you for so many loving people! Thank you for so
much!

Have a blessed Thanksgiving!

Yours in Christ,

@
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Write From the Heart

The Write From the Heart note writing ministry is now in its tenth year! We have been averaging around
900 notes per year, but plan to cut back as we go forward. Postage rates are high, and we have been rethink-
ing some of the notes we send. While everything done in service to our church is noteworthy, many of you are
thanked in the newsletter for your wonderful gifts of time and talent. You are so willing to support youth
group activities in which your children participate, and several of you are always helping out with tasks around
our church facility. We are blessed to be a very busy congregation, with a high level of volunteer activity. We
will continue to send notes to large groups of persons who participate in mission trips, who are involved year
round in weekly or monthly church activities, and for special occasions. If you are responsible for a big event
that takes place, please write a thank you for the newsletter to cover those volunteers. | would personally like
to thank my note writers: Marge Benson, Tracy Boyer, Don Clark, Barbara McHenry, Lucille Myers, Joan Pore,
Mary Ann Remaley, Carolyn Smarsh, Leslie Smarsh, Sheryl Suplee and Karen Swartz. | appreciate each one!
God bless each of you as you continue to serve our Lord with gladness, and though the notes might be fewer,
the gratitude in our hearts is not lessened.

Becky Wells
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To all my friends in the church family: | wish to express my deepest grati-
tude for all of the wonderful get-well cards I received during my recent
heart surgery. It indeed means so much to receive so many cards and let-
ters. 1 am truly blessed by God to have so many kind and thoughtful
friends who remembered me during my recent heart surgery. | believe it
helps me recover better when | have the support of so many of my friends | Fe o o o e e e et L e L L Loy

We would like to thank Allen Duncan, Larry Bullis
and Lee Weber for replacing fence posts and
straightening tombstones at Black’s Graveyard.

in the church. My thanks also go out to my friends who visited me in the | ] |5 Gratitude, I
hospital and nursing home! | am home and recovering nicely. May God ] [
. | _
\tj\:ﬁz;aill g{ Kgrt:éor your kindness! My thanks also to all who visited me : | wish to thank the many church members who aided in :
g ) my rapid recovery from open-heart surgery in late Au-
Your Friend in Christ, ] gust. The calls, cards and caring lifted my spirit. There is
Dan Anderson | not enough room to thank all by name: my wife Virginia, ||
] son and daughter-in-law Bruce and Pam, Pastor Win- D
sheimer, the Nyiris and all the others were wonderful. |
am full of wonder when | think about the goodness of al
full of d h hink ab h d f all
] the church members. I
] Sincerely, Alex T. Rowland D
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Kids Club

Kids Club is an after-school Bible Club for children in grades K-2. We meet once a week for 5 weeks in the Fall and again in
the Spring. This fall our theme was “Symbols of Our Faith.” Each week we studied a different Christian symbol. We had a lot
of fun reading Bible stories, playing games, singing and making crafts related to the “symbol of the week.” Check out our sym-
bols hanging in Fellowship Hall. During each session of Kids Club, we also participate in a mission project. This fall we col-
lected coloring books and crayons for Lakota children on the Cheyenne River Reservation in South Dakota.

Another one of our goals is to memorize Scripture and learn new table graces. This time we added a “Bible challenge”
which was to memorize all the books of the Bible. First grader Jackie Ecker and second grader Emma Sanders memorized all
the books of the New Testament and several Scripture verses. First grader Sydney Kiick memorized ALL the books of the Bi-
ble and all eight Scripture verses. Congratulations, girls!!!

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make Kids Club so special: Andrea Crowe, Alva Ecker, Beth Freeman, Shawn
Graff, Kim Landauer, Lou and Candace Nyiri, Johnna Sanders and to Phyllis Dowd and Penny Messinger for all the organiza-
tional help. Thanks also to Chrissy Ely for designing our Christian symbols and helping to make actual praying hands sculp-
tures of each child’s own hands. And thanks to Paulette Brabender for providing decorations for our Fall “church picnic”.

In His Service,
Pam Rowland






