
 
 

 

Stephen Ministers Are 
“The After People” 

 
In one of my pastoral care courses in Seminary we learned about what is called 

“Ministry of Presence.”  The basic idea of a ministry of presence is to avoid getting theo-
logical or “preachy” when the bottom has just fallen out of someone’s life.  Instead of try-
ing to answer some of life’s most difficult questions, one simply agrees to be present in the 
midst of life’s struggles…to walk alongside another…to be a trusted friend.  This ministry 
of presence does not offer solutions, only comfort and support during difficult times.  
 There is a group of people within our church family who have been called into 
this very kind of ministry.  They are Stephen Ministers.  The following explains a little 
better what Stephen Ministry is all about:  Stephen Ministers are the “After People”.  They 
are there: 
     … after you’ve washed and returned the last casserole dish. 
     … after the divorce papers have been served and the bottom falls out of your life. 
     … after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away - and the house  
  suddenly seems incredibly empty. 
     … after you arrive home following the funeral service and the emotions you’ve  
  held at bay come crashing in on you. 
     … after the relationship has ended but the wounds are still bleeding and painful. 
     … after the doctors have said, “There’s nothing more we can do.” 
     … after the door has slammed shut - for the very last time. 
     … after the phone call you’d always hoped you’d never get. 
     … after you realize the hands on the gold watch you received at your retirement  
  party move more slowly than you ever imagined. 
     … after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your  
  new home.” 
     … after  the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away. 
     … after the baby has arrived, putting more demands on you than you ever dreamed   
  possible. 
     … after you find the pink slip inserted with what is now your final paycheck. 
     … after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but  
  you still need to talk it out. 
 
Stephen Ministers are the “After People”.  They are ready to come alongside you—or your friends, neighbors, coworkers, 
or relatives—and provide comfort and support for as long “after” as they are needed. 
 
 For more information about Stephen Ministry or to request a Stephen Minister please contact Rev. Harry Win-
sheimer, Rev. Lou Nyiri or Rev. Candace Veon-Nyiri through the church office 717-334-1235.   
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2009 Stewardship Campaign 
 

     As for my family and me, we will serve the Lord.  Joshua 24:15 
 
 Gettysburg Presbyterian Church makes a difference to our church family and to our world.  Each 
year we receive many letters of gratitude for the gifts we share through serving the Lord, and here are just    
a few: 
 Dear Bell Ringers, 
 Thank you for your ongoing commitment to share your talent with all of us 
 at GPC.  We feel blessed to not only have such a wonderful set of handbells, 
 but the finest ringers to be found anywhere!  Your music is simply outstanding! 
 You work well together, under great leadership, to lift praises to our risen 
 Lord.  May He bless each of you. 
       In Christ’s Love, 
       Write from the Heart 
 
 Dear Candace and Church Members, 
 Gratefully acknowledging and thanking you for your kind expression of 
 sympathy… Thanks so much for the beautiful vase of flowers.  Although 
 we enjoyed the contemporary service, we never had the chance to  
 introduce ourselves to the church family.  I appreciate your thought- 
 fullness, visits and prayers during this difficult time.  Thanks again. 
      
       A grateful parishioner 
 
 
 Certificate of Appreciation: 
 “In recognition of outstanding contributions to the citizens of D’Iberville, 
 Mississippi, in their Hurricane Katrina Recovery.” 
 

 This is a thank you to all from GPC who went to D’Iberville to help people 
 in their recovery and for the financial contributions that were sent. 
 
 
2009 Stewardship Team:  Chrissy Ely, Sherry Farkas,  
Jeff Hieber, Kim Landauer, Jean LeGros and Peter North 
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2008 Christmas Fair on December 7 
It’s Christmas Fair time once again!  The 23rd Annual Christmas Fair will be held on Sunday, December 7, 
from 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  There will be games and prizes for children and adults, a light sup-
per, craft tables, baked goods, and coffee for sale.  Bring your whole family to enjoy this kick-off to the Christ-
mas season.  Do your Christmas shopping at the Fair where money raised will benefit six projects listed below.  
You will also be able to shop at the Fair on Sunday mornings, December 7, 14 & 21.  Specific wish lists will 
be available in the next newsletter, so that you can purchase an item in honor of someone on your holi-
day list. 
 

 

 
 

1. MISSION:  HONDURAS 2009  Each summer our congregation sponsors a medical/dental mission team of 
our church members headed by Dr. Brad Hoch, Dr. Tom Soliday and Dr. Lee Flinner to Honduras.  Next sum-
mer our members will join with others from around the country to provide health care and health education to 
over 7,000 adults and children in San Luis de Santa Barbara, Honduras.  Through your contribution you can 
help provide medicine, dental care, vitamins, etc. to the Honduran people. 

2. LAKOTA INDIAN PROJECT in Cherry Creek, South Dakota.  Each summer, 25 - 30 members travel to 
the Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation.  There they renovate and repair Indian homes, build handicap ramps, 
host a potluck dinner and pow-wow for local residents, donate diabetic equipment, offer 2 nutrition classes and 
provide a Festival with free food, clothing, games and prizes for 550 residents of the reservation.  Your contri-
bution can buy needed supplies to help this extremely poor community. 

3. SEA ISLAND HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  Habitat for Humanity is an international Christian organiza-
tion in which volunteers build homes for low-income families.  These families then provide their own labor and 
can purchase homes with no-interest mortgages.  Nineteen members of our congregation travel to John’s Island, 
South Carolina every April to participate in various building projects. 

4. HEIFER PROJECT INTERNATIONAL  Our Christmas Fair first began in 1986 to support HPI, a self-
help program which sends livestock to needy families in the U.S. and around the world.  These families become 
self-sufficient through training and gifts of livestock to help them become responsible for their own food needs.  
Farmers who receive animals must commit to pass on the first born off-spring of that animal to a neighbor in 
need. 

5. ADAMS COUNTY HOMELESS SHELTER  This local organization provides temporary housing for 
adults and families and enables residents to find permanent housing, stable incomes, and other skills and ser-
vices to prevent them from returning to a homeless situation.  Next spring the shelter will be moving to a new, 
larger location where 45 beds will be available (10 more than the current facility).  Your contribution at the Fair 
can provide needed aid for the residents of the shelter.                                                                                    

6. FAITH IN ACTION  Volunteers for Faith in Action provide basic services to Adams County’s older and dis-
abled adults whose needs go unmet due to lack of family, friends or funds.  Services provided include transpor-
tation, grocery shopping, visiting, telephone reassurance, yard work, light housework, respite care, minor home 
repairs. . . AND MORE!  Volunteers come from area churches and provide services without charge.   

 

Come to the Christmas Fair to buy “gifts that will keep on giving” to people in need throughout the coming 
year.  If you have any questions, please contact Phyllis Dowd in the church office 334-1235 ext. 5 or 
gpcdce@embarqmail.com.  See you on December 7 ! ! 




