
 
 

 
  

 
 Some pastors are chal-

lenging the IRS rule that forbids churches taking positions on particular political candi-
dates, if the church claims tax exemption as a religious organization.  They feel their free-
dom to be politically influential is curtailed; they would describe it as curtailing their voic-
ing of God’s will. 
      Under the tax-exempt law, I may not endorse or criticize a candidate from the 
pulpit, or actively use the congregation’s resources for such purposes.  However, I may 
take positions on issues.  Then,  the members of the church may make the application to a 
candidate. 
 I believe that the current tax situation is a trade-off that is more a blessing than 
frustration. The tax status of the congregation is not jeopardized.  Also, it reduces politiza-
tion and polarization of congregations over the pastor’s politics. (Note that I did not say 
over “God’s will”.  When grasping God’s will, we pastors do not agree any more than poli-
ticians do.)   A recent evening news program showed segments on two pastors.  One urged 
the congregation to vote for a presidential candidate.  The other damned a candidate and 
said that no Christian could vote for him.  They sounded like other political commercials. 
 I wish to avoid politicizing of worship.  Jesus stressed that the house of God was to be a place of prayer.  I be-
lieve that should be my focus as a pastor.  Issues are legitimate subjects.  Application to candidates is by the members. 
 I may express my assessment of candidates as a private citizen, just as may any citizen.  (In reality, in people’s 
minds, private citizen is almost impossible to separate from my pastoral function.)  If I want to campaign for an individual, 
I may join a party.  I may create an organization for that purpose that is independent of the congregation.  Then, those who 
support the organization know the position being supported, and give specifically to the cause.  Further, I am not using my 
church as my political base.  Here is an example: I write a letter to the editor and sign it with my name only; I do not iden-
tify my church because that implies the backing of the church.  I have options for expressing my political views apart from 
using the pulpit or the donations of the members. 
 
Given the trade-offs and options, the present IRS law is more blessing than frustration. 
 
Yours, 
Harry 
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                                                         Celebration Giving 
 
Enclosed in this newsletter is a Celebration Giving envelope.  Presbyterian women continue to support a 
wide variety of mission programs: the work of PW in the Synod and the Presbytery, mission programs of 
Presbyterian Women churchwide, and the mission programs of the Presbyterian Church worldwide.  Your 
continued generous giving is both a blessing and the foundation of meeting our commitments.  Thank you, 
and remember PW activities are open to ALL women in our church.  Please join us. 
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Thank Yous: 

                  New Arrivals: 
 
— Evan & Sean Snyder, sons of Scott & Michele Snyder, and grandsons of  
Larry & Deb Snyder, born August 28, 2008. 
— Eliza Ridgely Dreves, daughter of Andrew & Amy Dreves, born on August 28, 2008 
— Ann Brookes Vander Vort, daughter of Paul & Kim Vander Vort and granddaughter of Henry & 
Carol Heiser, born September, 5, 2008 
— Hunter Redford Flagg, son of Tim & Ande Flagg, born September 22, 2008. 

Dear GPC Church Family, 
    Words cannot describe how grateful we 
are to everyone in the GPC who not only 
prayed for the safety and well being of our 
twin boys (Evan and Sean) during their stay 
in the Harrisburg Hospital NICU, but who also 
helped to organize meals during such a big 
transition for us once the boys came home 
from the hospital.   The phone calls, cards, 
words of encouragement, and almost daily 
contact from Harry, Lou, or Candace showed 
us just how caring and compassionate this 
church truly is.  We are happy to report that 
both boys are now home from the hospital 
and are doing very, very well with no compli-
cations from their premature birth.  We are 
not only blessed to have beautiful twin boys, 
but a church family who cares about them as 
much as we do. 
  
From the bottom of our hearts.......thank you! 
Scott and Michelle Snyder 

Thank you to everyone who helped make  
the PW luncheon a success! 

  
    Mamie Eisenhower wowed the ladies at the annual PW fall luncheon.  
Several women in the audience shared their memories of the Eisen-
hower's time here in Gettysburg with Ruthmary McIlhenny, a.k.a.   
Mamie, following the presentation.  Carolyn Hankey remembered being 
part of the Gettysburg High School marching band that was invited by 
Ike to march in the Inaugural Parade in Washington, DC.  Special 
thanks to Amy Deitch for her lovely decorations , Rebecca Zepp for her 
work on publicity.   Ralph Lambert has been named an honorary mem-
ber of Presbyterian Women for his Herculean efforts to make sure that 
the parking lot was open and functional for the event.   

****************************************************************** 

Mamie's Fudge Recipe 
  
12 oz. semisweet chocolate bits 
12 oz. German sweet chocolate, broken into bits 
1 pint marshmallow cream 
2 cups chopped walnuts or pecans 
1 can (13 oz) evaporated milk 
4 1/2  cups sugar 
2 tablespoons butter 
Pinch of salt 
     In a large bowl, combine chocolate bits, sweet chocolate, marshmal-
low cream and chopped nuts. Reserve. 
    In a saucepan, over medium heat, combine milk, sugar, butter and 
salt. Bring to boiling, stirring constantly.  Simmer, stirring continu-
ously, for six to seven minutes.  Pour the boiling milk and sugar mixture 
over the reserved chocolate-nut mixture, and beat until the chocolate is 
melted and the fudge is creamy. 
    Pour fudge mixture into a buttered 9 x 9 inch pan, and let cool at 
room temperature for a few hours or overnight, before cutting into 
squares.  Store in tin box or other airtight container.   Enjoy! 

THANK YOU to Ralph Lambert for 
coordinating  the parking lot resur-
facing and relining. 

 Mid-Ship News!!   
 

     The Middle School Fellowship (Mid-Ship) group is off to a great start!  We enjoyed a picnic and outside 
games at the church on September 21st, then had more “getting-to-know-you” games and some discussion 
on September 28th.  This is going to be a wonderful year. 
     The Mid-Ship after-school small group will be held on Wednesday afternoons this fall, rather than 
Tuesdays, as had previously been listed.  The first small group will be on Wednesday, October 8th, from 
3:00 to 4:30.  Kids are encouraged to walk up after school and participate in this fun group.  Snacks are 
served and friends are welcome! 
     Please call Libby Crowe at 359-9719 or (717) 476-0821 with any questions pertaining to the Mid-Ship 
group, or e-mail at fourcrowes@embarqmail.com.  
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2009 Stewardship Campaign 
 

Each year the stewardship team challenges the congregation to responsible stewardship of our money, 
time and talents, all to the honor and glory of God.  This Sunday we will introduce the 2009 Stewardship 
Campaign, As for my family and me, we will serve the Lord.  Joshua 24:15 
 
The stewardship team has considered all the many characteristics of our church.  Even in this time of 
transition, two things are always constant about our congregation:  we are a church family, and we serve 
others. 
 
You probably noticed the picture of  a tree on this message.  Trees represent life (past, present and fu-
ture), stability, roots and branches that point to tomorrow, all words that characterize our church family!  
The beautiful new banner in the sanctuary depicts our church’s family tree, with faces of our church fam-
ily who served GPC, the nation, and the world throughout our history and today. 
 
The stewardship team also discussed the many ways our church’s programs inspire us to give our “Three 
T’s - time, talent and treasure.  We have a proud past, exciting present and promising future, and the con-
gregation’s stewardship is and always has been important in carrying out our church’s mission. 
 
Our stewardship is also very important because it will support the proposed 2009 budget.  More details 
about that will be available later this month after the October Session meeting. 
 
Over the next six weeks leading up to Pledge Sunday on November 16th, everyone will have the opportu-
nity to consider our many gifts here at Gettysburg Presbyterian Church and ways that we can support the 
church's ministry.  We hope you will read and hear the weekly stewardship messages, reflect on the new 
banner in the sanctuary and learn the new stewardship song. 
 
As for my family and me, we will serve the Lord! 

 
2009 Stewardship Team:  Chrissy Ely, Sherry Farkas,  
Jeff Hieber, Kim Landauer, Jean LeGros and Peter North 

IT’S CELEBRATION TIME!  
Sunday, October 26th  

 

      What are we celebrating? Becky Wareham’s 20 years of service at Gettysburg Presbyterian 
Church. We will be having light refreshments during Fellowship time, a luncheon at 12:15 and a spe-
cial tribute to Becky following lunch. 
 If you plan to attend the luncheon, call Rev Lou Nyiri at 334-1235, ext 4; e-mail at 
gpclou@embarqmail.com; or drop a note in the offering plate. We do need an accurate head count. 
      Fellowship Team is asking for donations of cheese, crackers and grapes for Fellowship time 
and homemade desserts for the luncheon. Please check Fellowship Hall for a sign-up sheet. There 
will also be a sign-up sheet if you would like to volunteer to set up, help serve, and clean up. 
      Any questions, contact Susie Snyder,  642-9199. 




