Gettysburg Presbyterian Church —

— December 5, 2007

Parson to Person

God who is Spirit | Inside:

is with us always. However, Advent is that time each year when|. Small Group
we reflect upon God'’s incarnation - the divine presence with us Ministry

as one of us. Throughout the centuries of the Christian church,
great minds and hearts of faith have attempted to express in i ]
words the marvelous wonder of God's incarnation in the person | Confirmation Class
of Jesus of Nazareth. Few theologians have expressed that won-Je 2007 Contributions
der better than did 4th century Gregory of Nyssa.

e Christmas Pageant

“It is of the nature of fire to tend upwards and no one
finds anything strange when it thus takes its natural direction.
But any who should

see a tongue of flame shooting downwards would regard it as most

surprising if the fire remained fire, and yet in its movement pointed

in a direction which was contrary to its nature. Similarly, the invinci-

bility of the Divine power is not so proved by the vastness of the

heaven, the radiance of the stars, the orderliness of the universe, and

the providential government of all things, as it is proved by its con-

descension to the weakness of our nature. The lofty stoops to the

lowly without losing its loftiness; the Divine nature unites itself with

the human nature, and becomes human, without ceasing to be Divine..

It is the nature of light to drive away darkness, and of life to overcome
death. When now we had from the beginning strayed from the right

way, and turned away from life to death, what impossibility is there in

the mystery that teaches us that Purity has stooped down to them that
were defiled with sin, Life to them that were dead, the Guide to them

that had gone astray, that the defiled might be made clean, the dead

raised, and the wanderers led back to the right way?”

(Great Catechism, Chapter 24, 1 & 2)

This reflection reminds us that in the Advent season of waiting for God, our wait-
ing is over; in the Advent/Christmas of love, we are loved; and in the Christmas season
of gift-giving, we have been given the greatest gift of all.

Faithfully Yours,

© ©
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% CHRISTMAS EVE INVITATION

1 First, decide which of our five Christmas Eve worship services you want to attend.
] Second, pass along the invitation to someone you know and encourage them to at-
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You are encouraged to use the enclosed Christmas Eve invitation in two ways. i
I

I



Binthday to...
Ftappy ay

December 1
Sam Dayhoff
Andrew Larson
December 2
Stephanie Beamer
Richard Burdge
Rebecca Kiefer
Drew May
Edward Thompson
December 3
Daniel Ecker
December 4
Sharon Baker
Chayse Pope
Caitlin Reisinger
December 5
Hailey Brownley
Merle Weant
December 6
Austin Rucker
December 7
Rebecca Beegle
Allen Knouse

Melissa MacDonald

December 8

McKenna Kulkusky

John Musselman
Lee Weber

December 9

Robert Jones

Holly Scarbrough
Ed Suplee

Shawn Wagner
December 10
Matthew Heinemann
Marvin Muhlhausen
Amber Pope
December 11
Steven Deitch

Kim Eskildsen
Joshua Heinemann
December 12

December 16
Mike Brubaker
Casey Ecker
Janet Lightner
Bonita Soliday
December 17

Marion Lambert
December 18
Harold Camlin
Richard Lightner
George Petrie
Christian Priel
December 19

Beth Mowrey Chad Cook
Mary Lynn Weaver Sedona Wilson
Charles Zimmerman December 20

December 13
Beth Christopher
Dalton Doehring
Shirley Fennimore
December 14
Doug Parkhurst
John Tschop
December 15
Emily Dayhoff
June Powers

Sonja Brown
Debbie Manning
Laura Pennings
Rachel Quashnoc
December 21
Bruce Bridel
Christa Fitzgerald
Beth Freeman
Chase King
Aaron Murray
June Wescott
Harry Winsheimer

Ruth Ann Fatzinger

December 22
Luke Wilson
December 23
Sue Hain

Jane North

James Williams
December 24
Bryan Beegle
Lucy Breighner
Jeffery Cook
Emily Druckman
Jan Knouse
Robert Remaley
December 25
Kirk Cowden
Kenneth Elledge
Nicholas Rucker
December 26
Bronte Fennimore
Helen Weaver
December 27
Julia Burke
Stephanie Dougherty
Chuck Teague
Mandy Weikert
December 28
John deNoma
Elizabeth Huettner
Gail Pavlovich
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December 29
Peg Lambert
Katherine Schneider
Lynne Stabler
December 30
Sandra Breighner
Carolyn Hankey
Ted Kinsey
Norman Paul
Anne Warcup
Kathy Wark
December 31
Andy Armstrong
Paul Doehring
Megan Ecker
Lynne Orner
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Thank Yous:

Special thanks to these elders for faithful ser-
vice on the Session:

And to these deacons for their faithful service
on the Board of Deacons: Beth Hans, Janet
Lightner and Doug & Betty Forbeck.

Bob Lindsay (éyears)
Terry Manning (6 years)
Kay Hoch (6 years)
Donna Heebner (6 years)
Dana Witt (3 years)
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Many thanks to our church family for the
prayers, cards, phone calls, and visits

following Ned’s surgery and his recovery
at home.

God Bless,
Josie & Ned Brownley

oloja|o|o|ojojafa[o|o|ojoja|a|ojojojaja|a]aojo|a]d]

D‘D‘D‘D‘D‘D‘D‘D‘D‘D‘D‘D‘D‘D

A BIC THANKS fo the €haneel Peeorafing
Team: Beth Hans, Marilyn Me@uaide. Luey
Breighner. Pauleffe Brabender. Amy Deitfeh.
Joanna Me€uire. Pam Van Houlte, €erry
Deffloff. Pam Wiser. Dee Yakeneheek. €arolyn
Ferguson. Barbara Dombrowski. Mary Lou €ea-
mens. Cherry Farkas. €heryl Cuplee. €arolyn
Cmarsh and Leslie €march.
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 IMPORTANT: = There will be :
%AII information for January. | i% NO SUNDAY SCHOOL classes H
% (including the calendar) will be in %] on Sunday, Dec. 30. :
gthe next newsletter. Please have = . 0
2 your information in the office by De- | All classes will resume on D
icember 13th 12:00 noon deadline i% Sunday, January 6, 2008 H
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HELP FOR CHRISTMAS EVE!!!
We need volunteers for the church nurs- COMING IN JANUARY I

ery on Christmas Eve. If you can help at DINNERS FOR 7 OR 8
the 4:00, 5:30, 7:00 or 8:30 p.m. services

please contact Phyllis in the church office at
334-1235, ext. 5 or Look for sign-up & details in the next grapevine!

gpcdce@embargmail.com. — Thanks!
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SEWING WORKSHOP @fﬁ

The Sewing Workshop meets from 2:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month,
except January 1st due to the holiday.

Come join us for fellowship and work in the class room upstairs next to the Head Start room.

Made this year were 55 lap quilts and many knitted items divided and given to patients in
Presbyterian Homes, Green Acres, South Mountain Restoration Center ,and South Dakota Indian
Reservation.

Donations of fabric are appreciated. Thanks to all who helped this year. For more informa-
tion please call Faye Johns at 334-1023.

My Christmas Tree is Up... So Why Don’t | Feel Festive?

The expectation that holidays are joyful times with families gathered round the Christmas tree
is imbedded in our culture and tradition. However, the reality for many people is that many variables
- family strife, loss and grief, workplace stress, financial concerns, personal problems, etc. can im-
pinge on what might otherwise be a joyous season.

Then, when the holiday season is past for another year, we are left with a wide array of
memories and feelings about the holidays. Some of us may be basking in the spirit of a warm and
wonderful season, but for others, the feelings are not so warm and positive.

In addition, it is not uncommon to experience a let down during the busy holiday season. The
days are shorter and there is less to do in the winter. While all of these feelings are common and
normal, if they persist, they can lead to more serious emotional problems.

In response to this, check out the literature on the coffee table in Fellowship Hall throughout
this month for information and suggestions on working through the winter blues.




Upcoming Events
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MidSHIP Schedule
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. December 9 5:30 - 7:00 Fellowship / Games
3 November Music Schedule g Secomber 15 1000200 Christmas Shooping *
ecember :00 - 2: ristmas Shopping
Jg 1278 &lS Rachel Parmentier — JJ || pecember16  5:30-7:00  Christmas Party! **
Y
ar oir
& Early Ch 4J .
u 11:00 Primary Choir u December 23 NO MIDSHIP Christmas
4J George Marguglio JJ December 30 NO MIDSHIP  New Year's Eve
3 Adult Choir 'r ) * Meet at the church. Bring money for lunch and any shop-
Jdd 12/16 8:15 Carrie Trax . 9 ping you plan to do.
g 11:00 523:11: ]éiltl)ifhmr g :: f:;rg a white elephant gift to exchange valued at $5.00
dJ 12/23 815 Pat Conklin & '
J4d Adult Choir Cantata &g
3 11:00  RachelDoehring  dd HIGH SCHOOL FELLOWSHIP
& Adult Choir Cantata ¢
J’ 12/24 4:00 Contemporary Team J’ December 9 5:30 - 7:00 Christmas Tree Visits
3 7:00 ChapelBell Choir ~ 9¢ | |pecember 16  5:30-7:00  Christmas Party &
L2 Chapel Choir 2] . e
J’ 8:30 Brass Quartet J’ Silly Gift Giving
g Sue Lindsay g December 21  5:30 - 7:00 Christmas Open House
by Sean NéOtt by @ Lou, Candace & Alexander's—19 E. High St.
Adult Choir )
g 10:00 Brass Quartet g December 23 NO FELLOWSHIP Christmas Break
&3 Sue Lindsay &3 December 30 NO FELLOWSHIP New Year's Break
& :Z‘”;tl"é‘:t _ J3 || January 6,2008 5:30-7:00  New Year's Tree Visits
) u oir )
12/30 8:15 Rachel Parmentier
g 11:00 Rachel Parmentier g [
|
JININNININIIIINNNINIINNININNIEIN * 50 People at Mid-Ship
“" Babysitting Event
& (Whew!!)

High School FellowSHIP
Christmas Open House

Who:

Where: Lou, Candace and Alex’s House,
19 East High Street, Gettysburg
Why:
Lou’s famous Cheese Dip!

We want to see you!!!

Gettysburg Presbyterian Church

SHIP Alumni, Advisors, Current Senior High Youth & Friends ‘\
When: December 21, 2007 from 5:30 to 7:00 PM

To relax, reconnect with old & new friends and enjoy some of

Drop by for two minutes or the full 1 'z hours. I

(’f’ The Mid-Ship
group babysat for the
young children of the

L‘% church on Saturday Dec.
| 1st. There were 34 chil-
\T dren ages seven and

f‘% younger (five of them

* under a year old!) and 16
| Mid-Ship babysitters.

LL We all had a great time,
" with Christmas song

*  karaoke, Christmas

i movies, crafts, games,

? and pizza for lunch.

o‘% Thanks to all the par-

| ents who entrusted us

7 with your little ones and
\T" to the Mid-Ship kids
who worked so hard in
service to the church

, family. Special thanks

| to advisor Tim Flagg

7 who helped throughout.
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Christmas Fair Continues

Special Elder Care Presentation

]
% Steve Proctor, CEO of Presbyterian

The Christmas Fair will be available on

Sundays, Dec- 9& 16 ff)rm 9:15 a.m. to 1 Homes, Inc., the 10th largest not-for-profit
12:30 p.m. in Fe.ellows.hlp Hall.' GlYe some- | 7 elder care organization in the USA, will
one on your holiday list a special gift by ] speak on Sunday December 9 at 9:30 a.m. in

Other gifts available include many types of | | fj5 hresentation will be of special interest to
coffee arclld teao,l I;ellf;gr Intergz;‘clonaldChrlst- I those considering elderly housing and care
mas cards and 1-shirts, and donate J options, those with elderly parents, and those

crafts. Come shop at church! It’s so-0-0 i 3 ”
: approaching the “elderly” age group.
convenient! ]
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donating to one of our six mission projects. | | the MacAskill / Heritage Room (downstairs). |
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NOEL Christmas Pageant on December 9

7 Our Christmas pageant will be presented on Sunday, December 9, at
7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Two angels will narrate the play, as teens
and children together act out the story of the birth of Jesus. The Chapel
Choir will sing carols throughout, and the program ends with the tradi-
tional nativity scene. The evening will also include carol singing by the

congregation and potluck dessert. So come join us on December 9, bring your favor-

ite snack/dessert to share, and take a break from the holiday rush.
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ST BIRTHDAY PARTY for JESUSI! 23404

e 1R
Held during the 4:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve. Dmene
'%9\-:’9 ‘eﬂé

For children ages 2—Grade 2, a special “Birthday Party for Jesus” will be held during the
4:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve. The party will include songs, the Christmas story, crafts, cup-
cakes for Jesus, and a special gift for each child.

Children will begin the service with their families in the sanctuary and exit shortly thereafter.
All children ages 2—Grade 2 are welcome to attend this meaningful celebration.
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PW CIRCLES
Elizabeth Circle Mary Martha Circle Esther Circle
Monday, Dec. 17th @ 12:00 p.m. Monday, Dec. 17th @ 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 20 @ 10:00 a.m.
Lunch @ Lucy Breighner’s Hostess: Sherry Farkas Members will meet in
218 Baltimore St. 520 Water St(\ Eisenhower Lounge and then go
7

Gettysburg Fairfield, PA to lunch @ American Legion @ 11:30
334-6866 (RSVP by Dec. 14) \ 642-1552
(Please use front entrance)
Young Women’s Circle (new) will meet Tuesday, December 11 @ 7:00 p.m. in GPC Library
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% 2007 Contributions H
] Our Church Treasurer reminds everyone ||
I to make 2007 gifts to the church by [
! December 31 to receive credit for your I
: donation in the 2007 calendar year. H
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High School Ski Retreat

If you are in high school and want to go on the
ski retreat, come to youth group January 6,
2007 to get a registration form. The retreat
will be January 19 - 20" (this is a change from
he original calendar) at Camelback Ski Resort
(near Stroudsburg, PA). If you can’t make it to SHIP on
January 6™ then call or email Rev. Lou Nyiri in the church
office (334-1235 ext. 4) or gpclou@embargmail.com (put
“SHIP Ski Retreat” in the subject line). This retreat is open
to all youth and their friends who are in 9" through 12"
grades. Pre-Registration is Required.
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SMALL GROUP
MINISTRY NEWS

Mark your calendars! Coming soon ...!

2008 Lenten Small Groups

Will soon be forming for study and
Fellowship during the 2008 Lenten Season.

Groups will meet weekly starting the week
of February 6 through March 20.
This 6-week study will use the book
The Beatitudes for Today
by James C. Howell as a resource
for reflection, sharing and prayer.
Plan now to be a part of this faith and
friendship building opportunity!

Sign ups will begin in January.
Be watching the Grapevine and your
bulletin for more details!

(put “Confirmation Class” in the subject line).

Confirmation-Commissioning Class Reminder

Don’t forget the 10t grade Confirmation-Commissioning Class will meet January 6th
through April 27th to begin writing their statements of faith. This class is also open to any youth
in 11t or 12t grade who have not confirmed their membership with our church. The class will
meet Sunday mornings during Sunday school in the upstairs Calvin House classroom. The state-
ment of faith is needed when the student meets with the Session (the church’s governing body re-

Il sponsible to meet with persons wishing to become members of this congregation) to discuss uniting
i in membership with Gettysburg Presbyterian Church. These classes are important to help the
Il student write his/her faith statement so attendance is required. For more information on the class
1 please contact Rev. Lou Nyiri in the church office (334-1235, ext. 4) or gpclou@embargmail.com

$2,806.00

Remember this figure because it doubles the amount of donations received by the Adams
County Homeless Shelter within the last four months. This dollar figure also represents the amount 20
local teenagers from 10 different churches raised and donated through the recent Homelessness
Awareness Camp Out. The youth camped outside in tents and cardboard boxes from 9PM, Friday,
November 30th until 9AM, Saturday, December 1st. Together they learned about homelessness, pov-
erty and listened to stories from shelter residents during their hourly prayer/devotions. Their hope was
to raise awareness within the community that the Shelter has not closed and is in need of commu-
nity support. The following youth and adult leaders participated from our church family: Stephanie
Beamer, Zach Beegle, Adam Boyer, Sean Ecker, Morgan Ely, Rachel Jones, Ben & Bethany Kolmer,
Ali Moyer, Lou Nyiri and Jen Tindall. If you find yourself in a position this year’'s end to be contributing
further to worthwhile causes, then might we suggest the Adams County Shelter for the Homeless?2
Your contribution (payable to: Adams County Shelter for the Homeless) can be sent to: South Cen-
tral Community Action Programs, 153 North Stratton Street, Gefttysburg, PA 17325.



(Calendar Page)
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DECEMBER CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
9:30 am in the Sanctuary
Glory to God in the Highest!

Dec 9 - Advent Il - Always Winter But Never Christmas
Dec 16 - Advent lll - Dennis Dillman, Seminary Student preaching
Dec 23 - Advent IV - The Gift You've Always Wanted!
Dec 24 - Christmas Eve Service at 5:30 in the sanctuary
Dec 30 - Service of Communion

Advent is a season of preparation.
Come and prepare your heart for Christmas.
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Next Newsletter Deadline:
Noon, Thursday, December 13, 2007
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